A suwmmary of the parlowy state of
Imperval knowledge regoroding
the “Gwerun Movfa’’

Among Hre existing archinves of lmperial Lore, there Uy preciouns Utte
wnformation on the Gwerun Morfo

For once, Emperor Nicovor beary only port of the blame — exven
before the burning of the Ubraries there woas preciows Lttle kinown
about thiy people wio, at one point; were considered entirely

[ will shavre withv yow wiat B kinoww, and wirat has been
Ascovered via othver means, un partiewlarly tive small amownts of
archaeological evtdence we have managed to- gatirer.

| must confess that there i Lttle of Hus to- shave edtiver. Even the
Locatiow of the Terunael city of “Beantol’, wirerein we mighht expect
to- findl more uinformation, i lost: Agaim, untl recently, Therunin
was believed to- be the easternmost city of Terunael. References to-
“Beantol’ or “Beandol’ - the ety un e landy of the Drug - were
One thing that can be said withv confldence — He Guwerin Morfa
spoke lotn, rativer thawn (or v conjunction witiv) Terunael. Wietiver
they are the people witiv wihom Hie language originated, or speakers
of a language that to- their contemporaries served the same purpose
os modlern [mperial serves v the Empire, i umpossible to- say.

The name — Gwerin Morfa — g certaindy lailtv v origun I+
travslotes roughly as “folk of He covstal marsies’’. However, as witiv
almost everytivng else, the assertlon that iy was the name these
people gove themselves by specdative. It b possible that Huis Ly not
what these people called thewselves, but sometiving applied to- hem
by thhe Terunael. Or, U might be the name of a subcudture within a
larger culture wihose name sy now- completely Lost to- us.



Recent researcihv unto- e origung of tive Voo aund
Ushka dirows attention to- the wlea Hhat there
were already human civdizotions v tHhis area
when the Teruwnael roused theur cfiesy — U
entirely possible the Gwerin Morfo are one of
those huuman cnltures contemporory withv the
Suag, Kallowesi, and Ushhko wiro- did not survive
the last great ore ncwrsion.

Hutorically, we believe Hhat tie Gwerin Movfo
were a pre~ or perihaps even proto—Terunnoel
culture that lived. prneipally b marsies across
poitsy of the eostern Empire and beyono There
ore scattered references fo- them v fragmendts of text from pre—
vallorn Teruwnael, and a hhandful of comments un docuwments
presevved from the disapora—era Nowvorr.

We can only conjectinre as to- wiry tirey wowld choose to- live tnv s
marginal land. Were the marsies of e Empire once doier, more
fertile, or home to- lesy dangerowns porasites and diseases? Was tire
confunent wormer anol wetter un ancient fimes, covered un
marshdand from Kallanvesi to- Theruwnin? Were Hie principal non-
marsv areas of the continent wirich mught haae offered furmer
footing and a base for unfrastructure occupied by othver beingsy wirvo
had morginalised tHhemw to- outlying bogs? Perlaps Hre oves?

This might again suggest that the Guwerun Morfa were siblings of Hhe
early Kallowesi, Suaq, and Ushkans — all peoples believed to- hare
ores

Almost all of owr exvtdence — an wseription on a stela, o few- pleces
of pottery, occasional preserved swoll fragmenty — comes from the
east wihere Drwy uncurrsions were partiendorly savage: The best
documented discoveries of what purport to- be Gwerun Morfa
artifacty are i Therunin and soutivern Holbery.




Specrdation also- suggests tat e morshdonos indhabited by the
Gwerun Movfa would have been particndorly subject to- polsonous
spring magie wnleashed. by the Druy — and are of particvdor unterest
to- them guwew their fascinoation witiv herbs and pousonows creatures:

Specundation agaimn: The probplem remaing that Hiere s Little
evidence for the exustence of the Gwerun Movfa ot all. If they were
widespread, evew so- long ago, surely the boney and artefoacts of sucih
a culture would have surfaced before now: StUL - absence of
evidence B not evidence of abpsence.

There  some exidence tivat Hhe helght of thewr culture pre-dates
the Terunael. Fragments of lautiv poetry and song suggest tivat at one
pount Wterature un that language had some inflence on the cultnre
of the forerunnery of e Novarr — and. in Hie role of an egual - or
even superior - cdture rather than a subject: Yet today tHee
language Ly almost winknowr

Some of thuis Nawvawrr docwmentation suggests tivat tve Guwerun Morfa
cnlture contunmned (Hhoughv to- wivat extent v unknown) unto-
Teruneal fimes but not beyono. Primary Hreories of Heir
destruction suggests that eitiver they were wiped owt by e vallorn
or fell n the last days before tivat disaster during the borbavian

If Hhey didl avold comsmmption by the angry green tloe of e
vallorn, we can only specudate as to- wirether the preswumed centre of
Gwerun Morfa civilisation east of Feverwoter fell unv battle witiv the
Drwy, or were taken as supjects and forced into- slavery, perivaps un
the ove landy even fuartiver to-tive east:

It U Uty area that we believe the Gwerun Morfa were principally
Located. There hhay been no-evidence of their culture wneartired un

any excavations U the bogy of Kallovesa or Bregasland - thouglh U
Wmmwwmrmmuammwwmg expeditions
o the area Ihighly specudative. Yet even un Hidly seiolary are
dinlded — the dralk designy of tihe Mavcihes bear some simidarity to-
Hie beast totems of the Guwerin Movfa (I towch on Hils below).



It b commonly conjectmred that tie Fend tribespeople of tive Marcies
(and tive nortivern Bross Coost, and soutivern Wuntermark) cowld be
contunning suarvivors of e ancient civdisation to- wiricie the
Gweruw Morfa belonged. This s held wp by a comparvsow of the
cnltural troppingy of the Fend to- the kinoww cwstoms of tihe Gwerun
Morfo, wirich | wlll disenss nows

Wihilst conditiony often make ut diffiendt and highly specudative to-
underfoke arciaeological expeditionsy i marshdand, discovery
archaeology (that v, creating or exponding a dig on U v area
wiere artefacty or human remaing have aliready been discovered)
comv yleld excellent resudts dune to- He highh degree of preservation of
remaing un compacted. peat bogsy and simidar areas wirere moisture
(the principal agent Wlentified un He decay of remainy) has been
kept owt of o area by noturol meons, wsmnally to- do- withv e
porosity and elevation of the local soil. Peat bogs are often elevated
above grownodwoter level U compoarison to- the remaining land.

We kinow- from artefoacts ascertoined this way that many of them
wore long-sleesed tunies of dyed wool. There are preciowns few-
remadining avtefacts of soft matter, sunce the mousture uv the auwr
removed from thve dig.

Wihat ornament and jewellery survives un tie form of growe goools
consisty of markeod dragonpone necklaces, bracelets, and nose, ear
andl Wp plercings: Sometimes Hae dragonpone has been fasihioned
unto- cruwde shapes wirie, togetiver witiv analysis of remaining ont
from parchuments smuggests tivot Gwerun Morfo held animal totems un
particndor highv regard, perivaps even worshupping them.

I addition to- dragonbhone, several moovsiver brooches, and o
sungolol buckle, ol ndaid witiv pleces of tempest jade have been
uneartired. ln eacih case the guality of the pleces v notabple —
althoughv some selrolary specdate Hiat b b possible tivey mighht be
pleces purchased from — or taken n battle from — a different
cnlture.



We can extrapolote from Hrese
culturol troppings ond existing
Furrtiver docuwmentotion Hhat Hiey
were avrangeds un tribal growps (or
dany) centred arownd a parttendor
amnimal totem, amongst them boars,
bears, wolves, toads, and snakes. No-
non-predotory andimal has been

of a totemv Houghv that does not meaw tivat these never existed.
There b evidence of early nter—tribal ralding amongst them
wierehy Hie victorionsy cloan wourld burn all wstouncey of the totem
of the loser — perivaps assumilating survivors of the losing clan tnfo-
tHhelr own: Some burnt remaing of daragonhone wolf totems have
been uneartirved i nortivern Therwnin, but not recently. Certainly
the evidence of posrticvdar animal totems suggests one Haing of
umport; becaunse Hrose that we kinow — withv e exception of Hhe
toad and snake - are not animals wirich commondy make habitot
v bogy or marsihdand.

Of particdor interest b o distinet lack of steel urems among tHre
relics of the Gwerun Movfa. They appear to- hawve partiendarly
forounred alloyy of ovichalemwm — withv gold for jewelry, and witiv tun
and copper to- produce a metal simidar to- bronze. Precisely wivere
s orichalewm caome from g oo ruddde — U B not a metol found un
any abpundance v marsihes, after all.

There iy some specdation that orichalewm alloys were restricted to-
umportont or wnigue dems — and Hat common Guwerin Movfo made
do- witiv bronze ov won weaponsy — but there howve been a handful
of findy of steel ey In the nortihvern Theruniw sife, four steel
orrowheads were recovered ay poit of the grave goods, for example.



trappings of e Gwerun Morfo that

persist, and tHhe existing culture of the J&QX
Feni, are inconclusinve: I iy possible Hhat \

Hre Fend are an offshoot of tive ancient )p .
crdisation redunced over fime fo- sonvagery // \)
or ancient contemporories (ay b were) of / lj
o ancient culture wiose customs and, O@
centuries of progress. It sy exven Skefev of Gurtrin Morfo
conjectrred by some scholary that tie wolf fotem from Movass
Feni represent oo migration west of the
remoing of the Gwerin Morfa culture from Uy origung upstreanm of
Feverwater.

Furtiver congecture, extrapolated from Hrose few examples of stll-
archaeological evidence, suggest ot eacih cloww employed larger
representations of Heir totem animals U defence of Heir villages.
Several sketchesy un charconl exist shhowung great stone carvingy
erected on owterops of higher grownd. arownd a village, fashioned n
the likeness of a porticndor animal or animal head. Comparisons
howve naturolly beew droww botiv withv tive glant stone head recently
recovered by heroes ot Anvil during tive siege of Hollperg, and witiv
chalks conrvingsy on hillsides such as e Old Plg i Mowrnwolol
porticndor, Old Plg beary certain stylistic simidarities to- paintings
ow pot sharods found un Therwnin,

We kinow- notiving abouwt wirat magic — f any — the Gwerun Morfo
employed; wirich realmy (Uf any) Hhey fovoured and wivat Efernaly
Hey might have treated witv They certaindy had knowledge of
artifice — several of the animal-totem necklaces have shown signg
of being long-depleted magical Uems: Examination of o boar
pendandt found v Therwnin discovered tot ot one tume b woulol
hoae functioned unv a manner sumidor to- o Bloodfure Periapt




It & very bkely thouglh, from the discovery of two- skeletons L tire
Movrass v soutirern Holberg, that they counted at least one cambion
andl one antlered chrangeling amongst theilr numbpers undicating the
presence of uneage.

This B the sum of nformation that W currently available to- ugy and
| press ov yow once agoim that He total of owr resownrces un Hus
portiendor orea B embarrassingly small. Shouwld yow discover
oanything fuurthver on your own meriuty we would be pleased to- add
that to- ouwr body of knowledge.

There are thwee possiiple pativy of furtiver westigation: The furst by

the lautr language — te Navarri scihholor Osiomn ogp Fewrig s one of
the Empiresy leading experts on the language and lhhas made a study
of poetry and Literature Hat may contain furrtirver nsighty unto- e
Gwerin Morfa. Wihhile Hey are peripatetic seholar, they are kinown

to- hawe some covunections witiv o Novorre wstructor ot the Academy
called lestyn Toir Leidr.

Secondly, there sy kinoww to- be a significant area of marsivy terrain
wv the Barrens colled “Saltmarsil’’ that Wes along the banks of a
great river — possibly evew the same river Hat rung doww nto-tre
Feverwater. It possible that some Gwerin Movfa settlements might
hove existed here. Wietiver anytiving siurvived the domination of
the Drng woudd be hard to- say — bt anw avenune of buestigation
might be opened withv the undigenows ore population.

The funal avenne v mentroned only for the sake of sciholastic
completenessy — tie Drng may have records of their own about tie
Gwern Morfa of “Beantol’ - althoughv obhviowsly anytivng tirey
wughht kinow- or be prepared to- shhare will come at a g price and
be swspect as any commumnicotion from those verminows borborians.
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