Centuries ago, a group of people wio doun't know anytirving about you
decided what rules you had to follow and te way tHhat you had fo line your
Ufe. They didn’t kinow your famidy, your circumstonces, they couldn't kinow
onytiving about e world you live i, but Hey decided Hhat sometiving gave
them the right fo make decistons on youwr pelralf.

You know wio does Hhat? Parents. Parents make decisions for children. We do
U becomse owr childven are young, they hoven't seen tie world and tHhey
hoven't learned hhow fo survine n Ut We make decisions for our kids out of
lowve and a desive to corve for them. But you know wihat happens witiv
children? They grow wup. The chick flies the west, the child learns to live Heelr
owi life in their own way. But te ones wivo made the rules don’t allow trat.

They newver let yow grow up.

People wiho claim pouer over you treat you like a chidd. And of that pisses
you off the same way It pisses me off, Hhen congratulations, yow'we got a LitHe
spork of Freedom un your heart. Take care not to lose U, becounse the people

who benefit from your subservience will do almost anytiving to take (£ from

you.

These pages will tell yow about the Freedom that sits ik your soul , that Liao
helps you to find, and Hhat tie Synod seeks fo stamp ount. These are tire woros
we seek to lime by and the awras that bolster us un ounr fight against tyrovuny.
This s the eightiv Virtue, becanse ue never gave up on the Way, ondy on tre

Synod. The founders of Hhe Way were once repels agoinst an wnjust auntiority,
but £ seens Hhat Hheir biggest objection was Hhat they ot get to wear tire

boots Hhat stomped on those beveativ Hiem. This s o claim to the legacy of
tHhose long-dead repels.



Adnice From My Motier

Nobody n the world has tangiht me move about Freedom Hhan my mother.
It’s a joke in Montane Hrat nothving turns you from the pativ of Freedom
foster Han hoving to look after a child, but she somehow managed to
walk the fine line betueen gwing me the spoace fo learn my own lessons
ond letting me wander blindly nto danger. Everytiving | am, | ouse to her.

May your possage be swift, Mum.

The greatest lesson tHhat | learned from her was the lesson of chotice. Every
second you are making choiees, even Hie bnsignificant owes Hhat you boarely
notice even as yow're making them. Choice is like i, my mother faught
me. You don't Hhink about (t uwntil it gets taken away. Choice (s the
ultumate expression of Freedom. Maype (£’ somethving as small as wietiher
to eat baked pototo or lentil stew tonight. Maybe (E's sometiving as big as
who fo marry. Sometimes the consequences of the choice matter more Han
anything, sometimes they don't matter at all. But at the heart of

The second lesson got faunght to me wien | informed her tHhat | hao chosen
to force wwy litHe brotiwer to hand over all his toys, and tHhat nobody could
stop me. [t would hawne beew easy 1o tam my hide, and | dow't dowbt Hhat
she was tempted , but stead she explained to me Hhat cholce for just one
person s no choice at all. If my choice took away Hie Freedom of others to
choose then | lhad chosen wrong. It took a few goes for me to get UE, | wos a
UtHe shit wien | was young, but Hhurouglh Love and patience she got £
thwrough my thick skull. Freedom s Like Prosperity, s at U truest



when (t s shared. This s why we free slaves and cast down tyronts. This
U why 'm writing this right now.

That lesson led easily to tie thivd lesson: Hhat Freedom and safety go hand
i hand. Nature s not kind, and cares nothing for your choices. A bad
harvest will leave you free to starve to deativ, a storm that tears down
yowr howse widll leave yow free to freeze. Tyronts exploit Hhis fact. The
Boyors of Varushka are guick to tell their people how dangerows the wolvnes
arve ond how the only patihv to safety s Hhwroughh subjugation to e will of a
despot. It U a tempting Ue, but a lie nowetiheless. [f eeryone wovks
togetier to see Hhat food s preserved for harvd fimes then eneryone will be
free to eat togetiver when hard Himes come. If eneryone pitches in to builo
stronger houses then everyone will be free to deep safely in Hheir beos.
Preserving Freedowm takes work and partvership witivthose ue are Loyal
to, but f we put in the work Hhen we con live better lives than any who
cower wnder the oot of an overlova.

My mother faught me a Hhowsand lessons, but Hhese Hhee speak to me most
strongly. Chhoose , giwne others the pouser fo make their own choices, ano
work fogetiver to ensure that the world cannot take Hiat choice away from
you. My mother lived those lessons fo He wery end. Days befove her deativ
she sat for howrs watthing our weighbowrs children so they coudad choose
how to spend Hheir day rather Hhan constantly chasing after their kios.
She was a good woman , and somewtere in my heart | know that she’s not
got many ncornotions left before she ascends. | vope her words can help
you as much as they have helped me.



We Always Fight About Awras

Newer trust a Urizend, beconse they will take the simplest thing and
exploin & wntil yow realise how complicated it is. AU U took wos one
Lucidion and everyone was suddendy deboting wiether or not uwsing Liao
on people wos getting n the way of their free will. It wasn't always
relevont, we hoven't always had Liao fo bother wsing, but | for owne reckon
that any tool in Hhe fight against tyramny s wortiv using. Here are tre

ones ue'we got.

Covysecration

In the worst days under Hie Druy, a place Consecrated to Freedom couwla
sove you from absolute despoir. It felt a lite different for everyowne, Like
Covsecrotions do, but the words eneryone could basically agree on were
Hrat we felt a profound sense tHhat ue could ondy reach our true potentiol
f we were abpsolutely free, ot Hus wos ownr fundamental right. Sowme poet
out of Sarvos called it AU That lmpedes’ once, wiich | Hink has a nice

ring to it. When all hope seems Lost, when your misgsion seems pointless,
wihen it feels Like your work s umpossible and maybe you should just gune
i and accept the small tyranunies of life, Hhis gives you back your drive.
It revninds you tHhat freedom s not true wndess b s absolute, and tHhat ot
cam ovdy pe absolute Uf (& 5 wniversal. So long as owne person rests under

tYyrovwny, nowe of ws are truly free.



Dedicotion and Dreans

Sometimes you need some carity, and dreams com gine you that clarity.
Call on Hre dreawns of Freedowm and you widl see in your yleeping mind
those things that thweaten yow, Hhat seek to dominate and control botiv
you and those you care about. I've seen people wake from these dreams full
of wnutterable rage at Hhose wio would lmpose on tihweir liberty. 've also
seen the hopeless awake full of reveused vigowr and the desive fo engage
withv the conflict once again , as nwew svenues of resistance open up to them

i their vistons. Freedom and Courage are kissing cousing in that way.

| rememper once feeling Like life was weighing down on me, Hhat there
were things Hhat | could not face and could not name, and going to a
priest fo ask for a dyeamn. | expected to awake hoving seem some vew way to
resist the Druy, some part of thewr tyramny that was affecting me deeply,
but butead | awoke flled withv the absolute knowledge Hrat e
expectotions of my friends and famidy had been weighing on me alimost
move tHhan Hie Orcs who sought to end my Uife. | had been cast in tie role
of leader, protector, provider, had move and move responsibility heaped
on me, and all withowt once asking my permission . We had some haro
corwersotions after Hat. Voices were raised and tears were sheod, but tn
the end we found a vew way forward. It didn’t just help we either, as
some of my fellows had begumn to resent my ncreasing uinfluence. By seeing
the way that tyravwy had crept up on ws, we were able to cast (t out and
fund a new, move equal way of living. It felt good, and we line better for it
to Huis day.



Anountings

Personal avros com be two-edged swords. Many have learned tivis the harad
wiy. But sometimes you just need the strengtin fo stand yowr grownol and
fight, and tirese con gine yow Hrat.

One such ara (s often called The Hamumer of Freedowm. Under Us influence
you feel compelled fo tear down all Hhose who constrain Freedom, Hhat

Hiere 5 no price oo hWiglh for likerty. Move Han one warrior going off on a
Likely swicide mission has had tHheir spivit bolstered by this awra, and it
has led to some astonishing acts of herolsm n assassinating the Druy

overlovds wio soughht to destroy ws. It's easy to see thie wsefulness of Hhis in

tumes of wor, but it can be all the move wrgent n tmes of peace wien
fYromts come un a pleasing guise. The ablity of the oppressor to hide
behind ‘goodl marwmers’ or ‘sotlal commention’ con be every bit as effectine
a5 o army of bodyguards.

The same provlems con be confronted by the use of The Proof of Freedom.
While uwsing £ yow feed evponered to bring about the chhange you swore to

achiene wien anonted. The restrictlons of law or soclal corwention feel

Wke bovriers o be overcome. When (£ comes to Freedom, stagnation can pe
a5 bad as deativ. For too often tyromny s accepted becaunse Ut U famidior
and becovse challenging it would upset people. Bollocks to Hhat. Until Hie
last tyront s dead , ue st always be fighting for cdrhange. Summon up
your will and force a better world to exist.

The Cry of Freedowm (s perhaps e safest of e anountings. Under Uty
nfluence you feel an wrge to denounce laws and sotlal conmentions wihich




it freedom. You feel buoyed witiv confidence wien yow speak out Ln

s marwmer. Of course, nowe of Hese are truly safe as carrying any of

Hem runs the risk of bringing e wrativ of Hie auntirorities down on youwr
head, but many tyronts hove (gnoved the voices of those they see as
beveativ them wntil (t's too late. I've also used His to good effect wien
dealing witiv proplems within e community. Nowne of us are immune to
tie wrge to control the people arownd ws, and challenging o frienods and
Loved ones can be hard. Sometumes you just need a bit of courage to
remind people about their principles.

But wiat do you do withh those who do not want fo be saved? The
Demands of Freedom com be a big help. When wsing it you feel a desirve to

sove others from Hheir complacency. Those wio do not resst tyrovuny ore
complicAt n Ut Tyrants are always keen to split the oppressed unto groups,
so that ove will think themselwnes better tHhan anotiver and fight to

preserve Hhat. But the Uife of a comfortable slave s sHll showery, and for
every boot-licking toady wio desperately tries to preserve a shwed of
comfort under an wnjust systemn there are a huwndyed otiers wivo suffer.
Sowme people are too for gowne, and will thurow Hhemselnes onto youwr blades
to protect masters wio wouldil't piss on them of Hhey were on fire, but
Hrey ore few tn nmumber. Speak up and soae wio yow com . Freedom s a

precious thing, and s all He move preclous wie (6 s shared.



Hallowings

| tend fo wse Hhese a Lot more Hhan personal awras. A Halloweod temn con be
shared , passed from person to person as the moment reguires. It can also
be more readidy hoden or discarded if He anthorities should happen to
come calling.

The Hallowing of the Wayfarer

This aura empousers the bearer to undermine figures of avtivority,
especlally Hiose wio abuse Hheir power. Just as the early evangelists of tie
Way of Virtue soughht to doraw attention fo tHhe corruption of the Patricions,
50 we carry on their legacy. This s the duwty of all follousers of the Way,
and this Hallowing gines that strengtiv readily.

The Hallowing of Rigueza

This aura emponers the bearer fo chastise the hidehound wio are
evsloved by their traditions. How much would Hhe world have lost Uf ne
stayed stuck in the same ways that we had followed for centuries? This i
o interesting ove, what counts as being enslaved by tradition con voary
from person to person , but as withv all awras Hie conseience of e
undividumal st reigns supreme. | Huink Rigueza would have appreciatec
that.

The Hallowing of tire Sutfomninr

This aura ewponsers the bearer to encowrage otirers to follow Heir own
hearts and ignove Hhe commands of others. This reminds us all Hat
nobody com tell you how to be Virtuows, you must e it every second.



Sometumes | hear of demagogues in otirer lands divecting others e Hire
nowe of ‘Freedowm. | wonder how they would fare if Hheir followers were to
get their hands on sometiving halloused witiv His.

The Hallowing of Mikkal

This awra ewpousers the bearer to break e law to show U empty nature. |
hate e name of Hus, f Mikkal did half Hhe Hhings Hhat he s supposed to
hawve downe Hhen he’s a mass murderer and deserwes to be nothving move
tHhan a lesson in what to avold. SHIL, sometimes you need someowne to
walk past the ‘private property’ sign just to prowe that b can’t hurt you,
ond Hhis aura gines yow e stremgtiv to do just Hhat.

The Hallowing of Jarunike

This awra empowers the bearer to disobey ovders wihich they don't agree
witiv. Few n the Empirve remember Janunike , the geveral of the Green
Shield wiro was first revoked and Hen assassinated by Nicovor for calling
M out as a madman tin military couneid. We rememper her, and keep
her Un owr hearts as a lesson n standing up un the face of wnjust
avdtiority.

The Hallowing of Ahwaz

This aura empousers the bearer to risk everytiving n ovder fo preserve
Wherty. We remembper the Freeborn wio gave Hhat Freedom to everyone
that he could. We know that he was one of us in his heart, wiether e
could adwit it ov not. The Empire refused to recognise him wntil after his



deativ, but we'we known his trutiv in owr hearts for geverations. May youwr

possage be swift, Alwaz. Yow deserwned better.

The Hallowing of Rabwin

This awra emponers Hhe bearver to free the downtrodden from Hrose wiro

opperess them. This ove lhas a few names — Thaace, Hie Reaver — but He

wrge remains the some. This s e one | wse Hhe most. When ue smasi tie
shackles of e enslaved , when we raise up the beaten and broken from

thelr subjugation , this s the wrge Hhat drives ws. Newer forget.



The Way Of Eight Virtues

My motier — yes, 'm talking about her again , shut up — loved o study
Wistory. | remember the day that e told me, so casmally Hhat | almost
missed U, Hhat Hie Way was a political covstruct. | asked her wiat sre
meant, ond she soid that the first Synod had wegotiated about wihici
were He true Virtues ano wiich the false. That the Doctrines uere
haggled over and revised many tumes fo appease the interests of those
present. That the lmperial Way was no more true’ than tie lmperial
Constitution. It was a hard thing to hear.

That revelotion shook my faltiv. If Hie Virtues were simply selecteo Like
food from a menu then how coudd we trust that Hhere wos any real valuwe
to them? But n time my mother helped me to understand. Those Priests
ot the first Synod weren't lars, seeking to hoodwink the gemerations that
followsed them. Some of Hem were bad, some uere good, most uere just
reqular folk trying their best to make the right choices withv what
kinowdedge they had. We wneed not condemn them or discard everytiving
they handed down to ws. But ue need to know that just as Hey uere able
fo choose, s0 are ue. The Priests at the furst Synodl made a chotce to change
the world, and we can choose fo change t as well.

Some lmperiads think tHhat we Montanions follow ondy owe Virtue. Nothving
could be furtier from the trutiv. We carry tie lmperial Seven i ouwr

hearts, just as you do. How do you Hink Hhat e keep up owr spirits when
fighting the Drwy (f not Hwouglh Cowrage? Wiat binds us togetiver in dark

tumes f not Loyalty? What drines us to see a world made completely Free



f not Ambition? We do not reject out of hand the lessons of those who
come pefore ws, but ue have the Wigdom to guestion wiwy Hhose lessons
were taught in the first place.

The creation of the Imperial Way s inseparable from the creation of the
Empire iself. The Virtues uere chosen as true becounse ey bownd togetier
tHhose first eight nations. Loyalty brought the people togetiver to make
common canse across the old borders. Prosperity encowraged merchants o
seek the greatest rewaros fov their wovk wiereser they might be found
rother Hiam engaging un protectionist trade wars. Vigilance encowrageol
tie people fo twrn Hheir eyes outward to the Hhweats of the Ores wio

st rownded Hemw. [k the same way, the false Virtues nere Hhwown ount
beconse there was no room for them. (n an Empive of eight different
cultures Hiere was no room for Hhe parochial swspicion of Hatred. i am
Empire wiere there was one law and one militia there was no roomw for
Hre blood, feuds of Vengeance. And. in am Empire Hiat had to integrate
power -hungry elites and greedy merchants there was no roow for
Freedom, which called on all people to stand as equals. We don’t have to

But this wnderstonding leads us to the wltimate trutiv. The Way of Virtue
U not a dry, bland description of how the world &, but a bold statement
of how it ought 1o be. We choose the Virfues that help ws +o durime fowaros
a petter life for everyone, and donvn Hhose wiro tell us ue can’t. The furst
Synod chose to excise Freedow, but ue hane chosen to put it back n U

rightful place. The Empire gets closer and closer to us with every passing



season. Ahraz legitimised e fight of tHhe Ores to emancipate Hemselnes.
Mere months ago ue heard tie news that the Doctrines Hemselwnes, e
wshakable foundations of our faitiv, are being torn up and revised to
better reflect the wovld we live un. Slaveholding nations are peing sacked
left and right, the canse of Freedom sueeps across the world.

Centuries ago, a group of people wio o't know anytiving about you
decided wiat rules you had to follow and the way tHhat you had fo live
yowr life. They chose to create a world wiere Freedom wos Heresy and
slavery was the natural Lot of an entire thinking, feeling species. But
Hhose people are long dead , and Heir returned souls live un a different
world. The Way teaches us fo strine to do better every lifetime, o pusie
doser and closer to the ultimate Freedomw, Freedom from the Labyrintie
Uself. Well , now s the time to follow Huwoughh on Hhat lesson . Freedom s
the right of all thinking beings. | know U, you know t, the Empire knows
it

Now stoand wp and fight for (L.



