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A pamphlet by the Axou scholar Theodosia
le-cousin of llarch Adonai Grand llarch of
the Gates of lpotavo



An iIntroduction and Statement of Purpose

| set these words to paper to +ry to communicate my own
understanding of the spiritual force | call Understanding which
others call Peace or Har‘mony, aond which is sometimes in
ignorance caled APa+hy or Tranguility. First, a little about my
own beliefs: my nome is Theodosia of Ipotavo, and | am a
citizen of the Gates of lpotavo, a citadel of the Victorious
Axis, called the Axou The different spiritual Forces in the
world are of interest to my people primarily because they
are a powerful tool to resist the evis of the world the
Creator has imPrisoned us in. | myselP believe ih a view known
as ‘'homeostatic spiritual equiibrium’, which in general is the
belief that a well-chosen set of spiritual Forces, and the
veneration of appropriate spirits of the revered dead who
con provide guidonce and tuteloge in their natures, con
provide a stoble guide in one's life, guiding your actions to
good outcomes and providing a Firm basis on which to live in
defionce of the maker's hand | om a member of the Order
of the Soge Tridlectic: | cleave to Viglance, Wisdom and
Understanding The First two of these are of as much
importance to me as the third is: but it is on the third | wish
to write, because it is of this that there is much

misundererandin@.



Having read the dbove, you have received your
First lesson The essence of understonding is
about interndlising the perspectives oand
viewpoints of others, and Feeling their feelings
as i they were your own It is the rodical
choice to empathise with those who would be
hostile to you, and to seek compromise and
consensus even when your heart screams for
conklict and restitution The Druj invaded my
home, and kiled many that | love. We resisted
them, and this was right, and | think they are an
evi upon the world Nevertheless | have spent
long hours considering what it must be to be
of the Druj - how they must feel, how Fear
must dominate their lives, even those that live in
power. Over fime, through contemplation of
their hearts, | have understood my enemy. & it
were possible to find a way Forward in
diplomacy with them, absent destruction, | would
certanly pursue it: but it is clear that their

current c;ocie+y cannot dlow such a +hina.



Peace does not mean being naive: it means doing
the hard work of trying to understand that
From which you revile. In this way it is often in
direct opposition to those who advocate for
the spiritual Force of Purity: | am content with
this. In my own view, that force is a trop - one
that gives access to easy power but which

leads only to self-destruction

it is my sincere hope that by sharing my
perspective in this work, you, the reader, are
moved towards the curious and open-hearted
state necessary to utilise Understanding as a
spiritual  weapon oagainst the Creator's evis
efFectively. Go in peace, learn in wisdom, act in

vi@ilar\ce.



Maxims of Peace and Urrder9+andina

| present here a Few moxims of the Force of Peace
as Paesed down to me through my own +radition. |
think. they speak. For themselves, and in any case they

deserve careful thought and contemplation.

Do not be aPa+he+ic in the foce of conflict: Face it

head on, and seek harmony where there is strife.

The source of dll discord is a lack of perspective.
The source of al harmony is the true sight of

under9+andinﬁ.

You have a kinship with every living thing You do not
need to like your kin - but you must recognise your

Kinship.

SuPPerina and anger., Fear and despair: dll these are
transient, and pass away in the Foce of love and on

open hear+t.

Despi«;e those that sow the Poi«;on seeds of conflict,

and who cannot see a world beyond their own.



The Wonders of Peace

| shall now move on to an examination of the various
ceremonial ways in which Peace can be used, such as
can be performed by anyone competent in the use of
the bone dust of the blessed ancestors, (or in more
esoteric substances such as the clr'uﬁ khowh as liao,
produced from the sap of the vium tree oand
cultivated in both the Casinean Empire and the Sumaah
RePublic). | also Provide, na+urally, my own commen’rary

and perspective.



on the Consecration of Peace

Under the effects of a consecration of Peace, one
experiences a deep and profound understanding of the
way others Feet it Feels natural to empathise with
them, and you Feel a keen impor-tatice of seeing fh/ngs
From their perspective It is often given the poetic
nome of ‘'the Passage to Remorse, os i is not
uncommon to be overwhelmed by tfears when
considering the largeness of the world the
interconnectedness of living things, their own thinking,
loving lives.. and the things you have done that have
domoged their own harmony. Guilt is not a necessary
part of Peace - but | Find it can often arise (and it is
one to be viglant for, For indulging in guit rarely helps

an\/one).

| find this to be invaludble when conducﬁng any kind of
difFicult negotiation or conflict-ridden meeting | om
simply a scholar of ethics and religion - not even a
proper priest, and not any kind of mogicion who can
represerﬁ my le in the +hinﬁcs that +ru|y maotter. Sill,
you may be surprised to learn +hat | stil encounter

heated situations: For instance, | had a difficult matter



with a student who had cheated on an exam We had to
have a personal conversation about it, the outcome of
which was Iikely to be her expulsion From my tutelage.
Under a consecration of understanding | began to see
why she hod made the decisions she had Past my
annoyance ot her disrespect of my tuition and at the
insult to her own Pamily aond to her ancestral dead who
would surely be angered by her actions, | could see
that she woas simply scared, and too proud to admit
that she needed help until it had become too late and
she had become mired in deceit. For her part she
understood why | was so angry - it is easy For
students to excuse themselves when +hey cheat, in my
experience, but she began to understand why | Find it
so reprehensible. As such, much of our defensiveness
in the conversation was lowered, and we could have an
honest conversation about what had transpired. In the
end we managed to come to an outcome that did not
resut in her expulsion but in which she did face
oppropriate punishment ond o degree ol public
chastening As it is she returned to her studies ond is
how an adble assistant to my own research Her Pamily
is proud of her and her grosp of the power of

Wisdom begine‘- to exceed even my ownl



On the Anointings of Peace

The power of the oanointings of Peoce, lke many
auras which sit upon the self, is sulFicient to be
drown on as a source of spiritual 9+r'eng+h Personally
| Find a quiet prayer to the ancestors of my le
effective to draw on the anoin-Hna as it sits upon me,
but | am certain that any considered approach would

work.

The names given to the four ancintings of Peace are
varied, but the Four that | know nhome them as the
Armour of Peace, the Sword of Peace, the shield of
Peace, ond the Scabbard of Peace.



The Armour of Peace creotes a strong desire to Find

common ground with those you disagree with, for the
specific end of mutual benefit Whie it leads one
towards mutual compromise, this is with the end of,
both emerging better from the situation This is an
important facet of Understonding the Creator has
mode a world in which it can often seem as i every
situation with a winner must have a loser, in equal
measure. But this is not so. Thr‘ouah the spiritual
expression of Peace we can Find resolutions that are
to everyone's mutual benefit. In doing so, we rekute

the ways of the cruel hand of the maker.

The Scabbard of Peace is, in my experience, the most
generally usekul anointing of Peace, the one most
applicable to the everyday situations | face. it drives
the bearer to remain calm in the face of threats and
insults, and grants them the certoin knowledge that
+hey can choose to rise dbove such pettiness. Havinﬂ
the grace to simply smie and nod when someone is
being awkul is very hard. This anointing makes it easier.
it wil not make you like such people any more.. but it
wil moke it eosier to be a better person and not

inflame the conflict.



The Sword of Peace is on aura whose nature is

somewhat guided by the one that receives it, who
when +hey are anointed wil name a conflict - which
could be large or small in nature, either directly violent
or a conflict of words or beliefs. The anoir\+ina gives
the bearer the empowerment hecessary to resolve
that conblict, driving them to action. IF they do not act,
they wil Feel complicit in the discord that will inevitably
Follow the Ffaiure to resove a conflict. Note that
conflicts may have violent resolutions. t s a
misconception that Peace is about hon-violence and
inaction, but while it is true that those who dedicate
themselves to this spiritual power to the exclusion of
al others often preach pacifism, this is exactly why |
moderate my Understonding with Viglance. Sometimes
the Sword of Peace is necessary. OF course, it is
preferdble to find a non-vidlent resolution: but this
anointing will help you resclve the conklict by whatever

meons you judﬂe propor-tional and necessary.



The Shield of Peace is the counterweight to the

sword of Peace. This aura creates a powerful urge
to bring an end to viclence in all its Forms: an end to
cruelty, an end to savagery. It is an exceptionaly
powerful aura, but not one | would recommend using
overlong For it dlso drives the belief that no sacrifice
is too great it it Ior'inas greater harmony. As such, it
con lead to a somewhat 'ends justifies the means'
approach. There was once, it is said, a Power‘{:ul
Winter ritudlist of the Halls of Maykop who devised a
ritual which would cause the inhabitants of a territory
to pass oaway peacebdly & they were overly
suflering or were victims of vidlence and cruelty. i
was called Mercy's Shield, and it is believed they were
inspired by the effects of this aura on their spirit in
their research Their intentions were noble - | do
believe this. But the effects were not. The ritual in
question has long been considered a truly taboo
moanifestation of magic. | am writing this down as a
gentle warning. do not mistoke the urge to bring an
end to violence as an urge to do general good It can
be good. | have used this aura to great ebkect myselt.
it is a olizzying experience, and more than many auras |

have experiehced, it is easy to lose your'cseH: in it



On the Hallowings oF Peace

As with the anoin’rin@s, the names | f]ive here are f;imply
commoh ones that | know. | wil adlso say a litte about

what sort of objec’r | often use For such a hallowina.

Hallowing of the Righteous

This hallowing creates an urge in the bearer +to
confront the violent and demonstrate the Futiity of
bloodshed. | Find it is often an effective hallowing on

ma.aica| items that assist with Par‘aly«;iﬂg or r'epelling
the Foe.

Hallowing of the Martyr
The hallowing ﬁivecs the bearer the 9+renﬁ+|n and the

inclination to endure suﬁﬁering in order to bring an end
to the suklering of others. it con be a little dongerous
to give this to the Poolhar‘cly! H would certainly moke
an excelent hallowing for a shield, | think, or on certain

items that grant the user heroic endurance.



Hallowing of the Hero

This hallowing drives the bearer to save the lives of

others, regardiess of how they persondly Feel about
them This hallowing wos invaluable in  unifying our
people during the Fight that broke us out of the siege
of Ipotavo. it dlows petty dislkes to be left aside. This
is a a\"ea-& hallowina to use on a primary weapoh, borne

by one who leads the Piath.

Hallowing of the Pastor

This hallowing drives the bearer to mediate peacetful
solutions between those in conflict. | £ind it can often
be very apt as a hallowing on a robe, and | have often
given hallowed robes as a ﬁipr to my most valued

students.



Hallowing of the Preacher

This hadllowing creates an urge in the bearer to
chastise the selF-centred and encourage them to see
other points of view. This is an excellent hallowing for
anyone who works in a role where others look o
them For guidonce, though it can be difficut for
those in leadership roles to bear in my experience. it
works quite well as a hallowing on headwear, as it
means it con be easily token ofF when it gets a little

much.

Hallowing of the Ambassador

This Inallowing dlows the bearer to more easily tolerate
the beliefs of others, even when they challenge their
own convictions. Absolutely essential for diplomatic and
ecumenical work - | would not go anywhere unfomiliar
without something hallowed using this, as it realy is
extremely useful | find # works excelently on a

discreet piece ofF jewellery.

Hallowirg of the Victor




This hallowing gives the bearer the strength to step
oside From needess strife. Sometimes the only path to
vic+ory is hot to participate in the conflict at all. This
Hallowing can be a useful one to have when conducting
peace treaty negotiations (hot that we've had to do
that in Axos For mony years, as we laareI\/ bother with
the Dryj For obvious reasons, and skoura are fFast it
distant dlies). Quite nice as a hallowing on a pen to help
with writing letters that are. not going to inFlome
things. | understand llarch Maxtaious, who is the Axou
representative to the Casinean Empire, particularly

Favours the use of these in his diPIoma-Hc wr‘i-Hr\g.

Hallowirg of the Diplomat

This is a somewhat odd one, as it gives the bearer on

urge to epeak to their enemies in order that +hey
might better understand them But it's a little odd to be
doina that all the timel So this works well as a Hallowing
on an item you wil only pick up at times of weighty
import, rather thon something For the everyday.
However, in the right circumstances, choosing to pick
up the quil and be the First person to speak when

things are riven Iay conflict can be very Power?ul. [



know of a Few +treatises on the Druj which are
hallowed with +his hallowing... which seems a little unwise

to me, but | aPPrecia+e the +Inouah+.



on the Dreams of UHder'sfanaflng

Giving guidance to another (or helping their own
ancestral spirits guide them in turn) is a key part of
the role of any dedicand of Understanding as | am ot
least a third of the time. When you act as a guide to
another, and share in the dust of the most beloved
ancestors with them then in their dreams they wil
experience a vivid experience r‘ela+ina to those they
are in conflict with This wil help them move that
conflict to a place of resolution, so that it ho longer'
hangs heavy on their heart. Often the ofFiciant of the
ceremony who acts as a guide wil diso dream of the
self-same conflict, os i they were in the place of the
one they have guided: this will often give them their
owh perspective on the situation. In both dreams, it is
often the case that | experience my own revered
ancestors aso guiding me, giving me their own thoughts
on the conficts and relating them to incidents from
their lives: this appears to be a cultural lens, however,
ond it is unlikely | think that someone not from the
culture of Axou who does not have our same intimate
understanding of death and ancestral guidance would

have the same experience.



In general, the dream wil show them things that they
have in common with the other side of this conflict:
the Fundamental similarities between them as thinking,
Peelir\g beings, the reminders that we share so much
more than that which divides us. + wil also often
provide insight into the motivations behind their actions
- the why of why they do what they do In my
experience, this insight is most puissant when it points
towards a Peace@ul resolution of the conflict
between you. For instance, | was once in a bitter
argumen’r with my second cousin, llarch of my own e
and indeed the Grand llarch of Ipotavo, over a political
motter. | +Inough+ him arrogarﬁ and his position without
merit, but of course he was the Grand llarch: his
word wos, uftimately, law. | just did not know how to
oppose him without coausing mysel-‘: much and many
Pr'olaleme‘-. In the dream, | Pinally saw his arguments
without the Fiter of my own beliefs, and why he wos
making them, and what drove his position. On waking |
stil believed him to be wrong but much of the anger
had passed | was odble to convince him to try a
different approach by appedling gently ond with love,
to the very reasons and hangrups | had had insight into

in the dream. Such is the power ofF Under9+anding.



Sometimes, the dreams will cause people to reconsider
their convictions, dllowing them to find a new
perspective. However, you must not think that it is in
the nature of Peace to dways compromise ond
abandon one’s beliefs. Much of what one believes is an
inviolate part of who one has come to be, after al. i
is simply that when one gains greater understanding
and a different perspective, it can be easier to
recognise that the thing you thought you believed so
strongly wasnt the true thing you cleaved to at all -
often there are deeper truths, and they can be found
by considering the perspectives of others. Often in
the dreams the dreomer wil be someone else, and
encounter (Possibl\/ «;\/mbolicall\/) a representation of
how they seem to others: this can be a ditkicult
experience because often the worst parts of our
persondities are not things we want to admit. But
recognition is the First path to improvement ond

healing.



Final Though ts

| hope this has been an interesting introduction to the

mos+ Pac;cina’ring and Pro@ouncl power ofF Peace.

As of writing this pamphlet, | am beglnning a journey to
the Casinean Empire - gquite probably this is where you
arel For the next year (I believe by the Casinean cla’ring
system, From the winter of 385 to the Folowing
winter of 280) | wil be staying at Mylonwy's Rest,
Fishguard, Necropolis. Winged Messengers wil reach
me there Alter that | plon to return to Ipotavo. My
intent during my stay is not to preach my beliefs, but |
think- in making this pamphlet | have made things a little
more transparent in terms of the spiritual Forces |

revere.
In vigilance, wisdom, and under'9‘+andin@

Theodosia of lpotavo



