]mpcrial Civil Service Report

SUBJCCtZ ...... The \/o!odng Pas Ce!ik .......................

Report:

Bas Celik is the name of one of the volodng — the aPParently undgirsg sorcerers from early
Varushkan historg. [~ ach of the voloclng also has a title- in her case she is regularlg referred to as

“binder.”

Archival information is difficult to come by — several kcy tomes were clestroyecl cluring Nicovar's
turbulence, but even leaving that aside written records of the voloclny are thin on the grounc{‘
Severa] scholars assume that the \/arusl'll(an cabals have scro”s, tomes and oral lore that theﬂ
have not shared with the rest of the Empire; how we miglﬂt gain access to that information is
difficult to say.

Much of what we do know is specu]ation. Two references crop up rePeatcc”g in later works, but
origina] coPies of these sources appear nonexistant. | he first is ] he [Torsaken of USHU’ a
collection of first century B Varushkan writings that purport to tell the stories of the volod119
drawn from original UShkan lore. The author is unknown, but an index of tomes from Ankarien
suggests there were fifteen such scrolls when the librarﬁ was burnt, suggesting at least fourteen

vo!odng were described.

The second is “ ravels with Urxcle FPannan”, a biographg of the volhov Pakaanan written bg his
aPPrentice and niece Ucna and touching on their various adventures in and around Varushka with
assorted sovereigns inclucling several voloclng P]o’cs. We know these books on19 through sections
quotecl in later works, and where Possible have comParecl quoted sections to attempt to determine
veracity. Jncluded in the tome is a signi{:icant section inclucling a discourse between Pakaanan and
Bas Ce]ik at the court of the E_tema! Kae!a. ontecl in several seconclarg sources, the
discourse touches on Pas (elik's earlg life and the motivations of the volodng.

As with many attempts to collate information about the vo]odng, this document is Patchg and full
of holes. More than one scholar has suggestecl that the vo]odng take Pains to Prcvent anyone
Finc{ing out too much about them — that the}j have suPematural means to tell when their secrets are

}Jeing threatened — but this scholar considers that to be suPerstitious nonsense.




[tis easy when dealing with Power‘Ful, alien threats to ascribe all sorts of additional powers to them.
The vo]odny were men and women once and while theg are clearig more (or less) than mortal now,
it is inconceivable that tlﬂeg can detect when Peop]e are researching them and send agents to
interfere! Whatever next? Will we fear to sPeak their names in case theg hear us? | his kind of
icliocg has no Place in scl’aolarship, and is the kind of attitude that would have kept us cowering,
under the trees at night, afraid to everleave our camP~1Cires in case the demons in the dark sPirited

us awaﬂ.

E_arlg life

e ( /shka were the first human inhabitants of this land; their legends claim that they were born,
T he ([shk he First b hab f this land) their legends claim that they b
J[U//ﬂ [ormcd, from the soil and the shadows beneath the trees. 7_/76/% v///agcs clustered togct/mr in
the w//c/erness, prey for wolves and worse, but t/nfy had an und@rsfandfng of the cruel realities of
life in the forest. 7_/76:9 made éaga/ns with stronger powers and thus survived, a/t/mu‘g/; If’/nfﬂ often
Pa/a/a steep Pr/ce for their survival”

Excctpt from © T he f"/fstory of Varushka

| ike most of the volodng', PBas Celik was born to the (Jshka tribes Prior to the appearance of
the Vard. She was born and lived her early life in what is now Miekarova, in the region of Mieriada.
T he Forsaken off//s/% describes the young woman as being Posscssed of rare insight, and a
gcntlc nature that made her much loved in her vi”agc‘ She was said to be able to charm the birds
and creatures of the Forest, and that her singing could soothe the heart of the angry bear or
hungrg Wolf. She studied at the Fafntca/ (Caves until her fifteenth year, when the Vard began
their conquest of K arov. Along with several young magicians she undertook the arduousjourney

north to pursue studies of darker magjic in the mountains of Vo]oclmartz.

She returned home three years Iater, age& cighteem 7_/7@ /:orsa,éen off//s/né calls her as a
PowerFu] “Bargainerz” skilled in the arts of Winter and Night. She used her powers to conceal
USH(an gueri”as Fighting the Vard, to hide vi”ages from the “ravenous ﬁungcr of the iron-clad
wolves”and to curse the food supplies of Vardish military camps. She is known to have regularly
called forth members of Kacla's grim legion to support (Jshka strikes, and to have made compacts
of safe travel and support with several of the darker spirits of the Mickarovan forests.

Accorc{ing to [ ravels with Unc/e Fannan, Bas Celik was the first of the USH@ leac{ership to

1But not all of them - see the mention of Karcina of the Swans later

2“Bax‘gainers” appear to have been a class of ( Jshka magician very similar to modern Varushkan cabalists —
it is interesting that the tradition of the volhov appears cntirelg absent from (Jshka histories. T he idea
ofa magician who deals with sovereigns and other powers as an cqual appears alien to the (shka mind-

set, which appears to have been much more about Propitiation and comPromise.




& K

seck the aid of the creatures known as Sovercigns. She climbed the Razors in Mickarova and
negotiatec{ with the Howling Qpeen for her assistance. 51’16 refused to give FPakaanan details of
her encounter with this enigmatic horror, but when she returned from the hills she brought with her
three P!aguewu]{:s that accomPaniecl her for most of the rest of the camPaign against the \/ard.
These monstrous creatures not onlg Protected the Potent sorceress as she worked her magic, but

ensured a steaclg supplg of shambling husks to send against the \/arcl.

The Vard came to fear Pas Celik like no other Ushkan leader and several times attemPtecl to
trap and kill her. Accorc{ing to the story “ 7 he Maiden and the [Vohes” tlﬁeg tried to kill her three
times, and each time succeeded on]y n killing one of her Plaguewuhcs thanks to her clever

dcccptions.

7 he VVard were cousins to the Steinr, warlike and frerce; f/nfﬂ came to Varushka meaning to claim

the riches of the land for themselves. When the (shka encountered the \/ard, at first they tried to
hide. VWhen /nbl/'ng failed t/-)eﬂ tried to make [Jarga/ns with the Vard. |/hen this too [a//caf t/;eﬂ
tried to rf/‘g/ﬁ the \/aro/. W/L)en the steel axes and steel shirts of the \/ara/ meant t/zeﬂ could not be
defe ated, t/;cy bowed their heads and were con(]uerea{ Kat/;er than destroy t/zem, the Varc/
offered the (shka a P/ace at their hearth and Protect/on from the shadows beneath the trees. [n
return the ( shka shared their hard-won wisdom and /zc//.vcc/ them to survive the dargcrs that could
not be defeated with steel alone.

Exccrpt from “[ he /’ﬁstory of Viarushka”

T owards the end of the war, Pas Celik gathered with the scattered remnants of the Ushkan
tribal leaders at the Faintec{ Caves to determine what to c{o, and bitter!g oPPosed the decision to
surrender. She spoke of her frustration and hate for those who Proposec{ peace. Accorcling to
Uena, she could not accept that her fellow (Jshka might seck a PeaceFul resolution after Fighting
for so many years. b’ena sPecu]ates that Bas Ce]ik had lost someone much beloved to the \/ar& —
a Familg member or lover — but also sPecu]atcs that this “loss” might have been Figurativc rather

than literal.

| watched her as she spoke to my ([ncle and | thought for a moment | detected a hint of
cvasiveness. She was not ta/bng of a lover sain or a parent struck down ég Vard steel She was
speaking of a figurative loss ~ a sister, a child, a mentor, a beloved triend who had chosen to
embrace her bitter enemy rather than continue to )[/g/nf' F cr/mps from c/csloa/r, but/ l'/mug/n‘ /it more
//Le{g from love — because / think Bas Cc//}é would have understood the a/espa/r that can stop
someone zflgét/}zg; but never the love that m{g/ﬁ see somct/mvg beautitul in the enemy.

/ suggcstcd this to my uncle after we had left that /:)/ace and he chuckled and said §tra/zgcr t/whgs
have Aappcncd !



Put then he c/zan‘gcc/ the sué'cct and wouldn't speaé of it agaimn.”
Exccrpt from "T/lc Naturc of the Bcast”, quoting Travc/s with [,/nc/c /D annarn

Kegarc”ess, historg recalls that the USH@ accepted the offer of peace and began the slow
process of assimilation bg the Vard that would eventua”g lead to the creation of the Varushkan

PCOPIC.

Bas Celik would not accept this turn of events.

T here is a tale in the Vale of Gn_ijezclo that spcaks of along-sworn vengeance. According to the
tale, the ushkans called a council of “wise ones” to discuss how the Vard miglﬂt be defeated. Pas
Celik attends this council and argues that the Vard cannot be defeated by force alone, and that
the only hope is a pact with the [ ternals of Winter that requires “a heavy sacrifice of blood”
Accorcling to this tale, many side with the volocln9 but many refuse and it is called “the sPIit

council”

T he tale continues, and implies that the volodny attempted to force the dissenting (Jshka to join
their ranks. The wise ones of the vale of Grijezdo refuse the demands, and their people are
ravagecl bg “terrible wolves with PincsaP for blood and milk-blind eyes” ~ several scholars Point to
this as a reference to the P]aguewulfs regularlg connected with Pas (elik.

The PeoPle of the Vale of Gnijezclo, rePuIsec{ and horrified bg the actions of the voloc{ng, side
with the Vard and vow vengeance against her. Similar stories are told in other va!es, often framed
ina way that suggests the voloc{ng attempted to enslave their own People ~ the very Peop]e tlﬂeg
claimed theg were Figl—zting to protect.

The Bargain

Ear/ﬂ records say that the greatest of the [//5/%5 sorcerers — who called themselves the
’%aga/ncrs” ~ refused to bow their heads. When it became clear the ([shka were outmatched,
these bargainers made terrible compacts with the [ ternals of Winter. [n return for dreadful
sacrifices — and with the Ioromisc of more to come — these \/o/oc/nﬂ hid their hearts outside their
bodies, becoming to all intents and purposes immortal. K ept alive by their hatred, and possessed
of terrible ﬁungcrs, t/mﬂ vowed collective vengeance aga/nst the \/ara/ and those L/s/%a f/?éﬂ now

saw as co//abora tors.

Exccrpt from “T/zc f7'/ﬁstory of Varu.sllléa

During her discourse with Pakaanan, Pas (Celik touches only brieﬂg on her decision tojoin the
voloclny. fﬂer refusal to speak of it is interesting in itself. Three keg facts can be gathered from

the various quotations from “T ravels with (|ncle Pannan”.




First]yj the voloc{rxg rePrcsented onlg a fraction of the bargainers‘ Tl"ICSC magicians appear to
have been the forerunners in many ways of the modern \/aruslﬂkan cabahsts; covens of scattered
magicians involved in their own concerns who Pursuea AisParate traditions of ritual magic. While
tl’xeg dealt regu|ar|3 with the dark forces of Varushka, there is little in the earl3 stories that reflects
the “way of the volhov” - rather than trickerg and cleverness tl’xeg relied on oaths and bincling

agreemcnts‘

The majoritg of the remaining (Ishka bargainers suPPortecl the decision to accept the Vard offer
of peace. Bas Celik and her fellows aPParently saw this as the greatest betraga] — their peers
would rather bow to the Vard than keep Fighting.

Second, it is clear that the forerunners of the volodny realised that without the support of their
own Peop]e theg could not defeat the Vard on a mortal time-scale. Pas (elik admits that this was
the motivation that set her on the path to seck “immortality” - so that they could live long enough
to liberate the USI—zka from beneath the \Vard boot. According to Dena she spoke “matter of Factlg”

about the decision, and considered it “sensible, Iogical and rational.”

(onfronted by Fakaanan with the suggestion that the bargainers should have accePtcd the will of
their PeoPlc, Bas (elik became obstinate and threatened to end the discussion. Ucna sPeculatcd
that </ jke many who sccrct/y realise f/nfﬂ have made the wrong decision, she refused to admit it to
herself for even a second and struck out at anﬂtﬁlh‘g that tried to force her to confront her error”

Although, again, this is sPecu!ation on behalf of the narrator.

Thirc‘l, the bargainers sougl’zt their immorta]itg in the Wasteland. Fragments of T/)@ /:orsa,éen of
Us/mé suggest that the Proto~volodn3 knew that if tl‘xeg accepted the boon of any native
\/arushkan power ti"lC\(j would tie themselves too C]OSC]\(j to a force that could be overwhelmed in
the future bg the Vard. Worse, as their knowledge of oaths and bindings would have made clear,
any power of the mortal world that could offer them the immortalit9 theg sought would use them as
pawns in mortal power games and thcg needed to be in a Position to pursue their own agcnc]a
(whether that was the destruction of the Vard, the iberation of the USH< or the ascendancy of
Y
the \/arusl’;kan Peop]e).

]n the encl, theg made a comPact with an Etemal of Winter. 7_/7@ /:orsa,éen o[é/s/né and several
other sources assume that the [~ ternal in question was one of the Lac{3 of the Grim [Host?, the

bKaela, Quccn o[ﬁ/’/@nc@. rﬂcr concerns with death and the avoidance of the same would make her an
obvious Patron but there are very few recorded instances where she has offered any “ghct of immortalitg”

other than membership of her Grim Legion‘
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Tomb }{ing4 or the chcligoj. When qucstionecl }33 Fakaanan, however, Bas Ce]ik refuted
these claims. | his also matches up with a Fragment of testimony from the trial of Koshicv the
White — the a”egecl leader of the voloclng executed cluring the fall of Alderei the [Tair.

Kather tlﬂeg souglﬂt out an E’cemal called “The Siient Witness”, an Etema] of Winter whose
fascination is with oaths and binclings. lmperial records mention this entity onlg in Passing, and
question whether it is real or not. According to scattered Fragments it is an [ ternal that
“witnesses” oaths in some fashion and seems to have a close tie to the hearth magics of Varushka.
The Stargazcr Mordis of |~ ndsmeet, considered an expert on the Winter [~ ternals, sPecu]ated
that ] he Silent Witness” is entirelg fictional — that references to it are fanciful or intentionany
dcccptivc and thatitis a metaphorwcor “the [~ ternals of Winter” as a whole.

Thc wise ones of Stag‘s \/ale tell a story that Bas Cclik was “the Progenitor of the voloc{ng” and
that it was bg her hand that the ritual to gain invulncrabilitg was Pencormecl. T here is no way to
prove this, but given PBas Celik's interest in bargains and in binding eternals and sovereigns to the
voloéng cause it seems likelg she was at least instrumental in develoPing the rite or securing the

]Doon that a”owed tl-le vo]oc!ng to assume tl'xeir current state.

Regardless, Das (Celik claimed that to bind their oath they were required to make “a great
sacrifice” a]thouglw she would not admit to Pakaanan what it was. SUWiving references to [ he
[orsaken of ([shk stronglg imP]fj that each vo]oc{ng achieved “immortalitg” at the cost of
murdering (depending on the interPretatio@ three loved ones, three close friends, three Familg
members or Possiblg three other bargainers. Several earlg sources agree that the voloc{ng gained

their power ata Price that Put them “begonc{ the Pale of humanitg.”

The rise of Aldcrci the [Fair

Jn the time of the first Emprcss, the Vo/oc/nﬂ created a terrible C/7.am/o/on, Alderer the [Fair, who
soug/ﬁ to conguer Varushka with the aid of their sorceries. |n c/cspcrat/on, the Wise Ones
convinced those BOﬂaFS who ololooscd A/a/crci to turn to the nascent Emp/rc for /7@40. F aced

with few choices, many BOﬂaFS agreed to become part of the [~ mlofre, in return for aid against
A/dcr@i [/V/t/7 the 5trengt/7 of the /m/ocr/a/ [orccs, t/wﬂ were [/ha//ﬂ able to defeat the Vo/oc/ny

4V50rin, the /:atﬁerofDraug/z/k The immortalitg of the volodng could be seen as “the strengtl'u that comes
from abandoning weakness”.

5Agramant‘ Mang scholars claim Agramant is behind the vo!oc{ng, but there is also a faoclg of scholasticism
that Points out that some scholars believe Agramant is behind cvcryt/v’ngto do with Winter magic that
threatens the Empire‘ A cogent argument is made in Fatterns of the Wenc/{go }33 the K allavesi mgstic
chna of the Red Reeds that any group backed }33 the chc{igo tends to either imploclc orbe
clcstrogcd inan orgy of violence within a century — the idea that it might be the patron of a conspiracy

that has lasted so many centuries seems lauglﬂaHe.



From “T he /7'/5tor‘y of Varushka”

During the rise of Alderei the [Tair, Bas (Celik was instrumental in securing agreements with
sovercigns and other dark powers. In addition to securing the services of more Plagewulfs from the
Howling Queen, she bragged to Pakaanan that she had “bound the hunger of the Wendigo,
tamed the treac/m/y of 535///115 K ade, and carried the nectar of Yaw’/\/agra/z to the table of the

Boyar—K ng”

Wherever she accompanied Alderei‘s army she took great P]easure in binding defeated bogars,
volhov and cabals to “[ata//:)romfscs” - there is some evidence that in this she is rchrring to ritual
curses similar to | raitor's [Tate or (ircle of T rust. BH bincling Powchul individuals to these
curses a]ong with her own agents, she ensured they would obcg their new Boyar - or they would

pay the ultimate Price.

Accorcling to several tales, she rare]g bound PowerFuI PeoPIe c{irectlﬂ — rather she bound their
spouses, children and other loved ones. The Price of disobedience was the Paimcu] death of a
beloved friend or relative; few were Prepared to pay that Price. This exertion of power at a

distance - of indirect influence — is a common element in stories involving Bas Celik.

|n a moment of rare candor quotec{ in several Places from the original 7 ravels with (//nc/c Fanaan,
Bas Celik lags the blame for the co”apse of Alclerei’s army at the feet of one of her peers.
Accorcling to her, the vo!odng known bg the sobriquet “Karcina of the Swans” or ¢ ilvcrtonguc”
was suPPosecl to bring the (Jrizen to support the volodng and failed. [t was clear that Pas Celik
despised Si]vertongue for her failure — but also “let s]iP” (or intentiona”g revealec{) that “Kareina
of the Swans” was not (Ishka. Speculation suggests that this volodny was Kallavesi, Navarr,
Fenior Suaq b}j birth, an a”9 of the USH@ who made the same bargainé.

|t is also interesting because Pas Celik's clear c{espite for K areina of the Swans suggests that

there are internal divisions within the vo]oclng that may allow them to be maniPu]atecl.

When Alclerei fell, Bas Celik claimed she was in K arsk attempting to gain the aid of the Power?u]

sovereign that is associated with the Proken Parrow in Panoc. T his sovereign - a Powcrf:ul
warchieftain of the (Jshka who had achieved a form of immorta]itg quite scparate from that of the

GWl’lflC K areina of the Swans is best known for aPProaclﬁing the (rizen in the ear13 clags of the E_mPire,
she also appears in several other lesser known histories attempting to gain allies for the Ushka among
the other “forerunner” tribes — the K allavesi, Suaq, Feni and other “scions of | erunael” as tl’lCH are
sometimes referred. T his is interesting because it appears at odds with what many scholars believe to be
the unified agcnda of the volodny ~ the creation of an (Jshkan emPirc ~and strongly supports the idea

that there are multiple comPeting goals at work within this consPiracg.
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volodnﬂ ~ refused to l’?CIP. [t was while returning from her mission to gain assistance that Pas
Celi‘( learned of the voloclng defeat and the death of K oshiev the White who she described as

“the first among us.”

A quotation from “Mg Travels with Unc]e Fanaan” may be of interest here. ]t appears in only one
Place and cannot be confirmed without access to the original tome but it's imPlications are a little

worrying.
/\//y uncle chewed s/occu/at/vc/y on the dark bread of the underworld for a few moments and said-

“If the first among you could be killed, does that not fill you with fear? | mean, it K oshiev the VVhite

was so /:)otcnf, to see him executed bﬂ the Emlofrc must have shaken your resolve.”

Pas (elik /aug/zec/ éi'tfcr/y then.
“Nead? | will believe K oshiev the VWhite is dead on(g when time ends and he has not returned.”
Our hostess smiled at t/'/at, acold ,én/}fc—ec/‘ge sm//e, but remained silent as 535 C elik continued.

‘jDo you rea//ﬂ think that the man who made us what we are — that slocm‘ 50 many years in the
swamps of the west si'uc/ﬂ/}vg the [//g/n‘ of birds — will let a little t/nhg like death stop him? | know he
will return from the bleak house and when he does he will ér/ng with him the Lnow/cc/ge to ﬁna//g
cheat death without the need for hearts or baga/ns. [ hen your Em/o/re will know fear like it has

never known.”
5})@ pausec/ t/7c3n, as if she felt she had said too much. 777@ moment stretched and she sa/'c/clju/et{g:

“| do not think there is al?ﬂfﬁ/’/lg in creation that will Lcc/o K oshiev the White from his purpose. [He
will /o/acc his black crown on the head of an [//5/%317 Em/ocror, do not doubt it. | o fail now would
mean that all the terrible t/whgs he did were for not/whg,. | think he would tear the fabric of the world

35[1/70/@/”/‘3{'//7@/‘ t/73/7 /78\/6 S50 I77L/CI/7 /70/7‘0/‘56 )[OF /'IOUg/‘If‘ ”

/:;-agmcnt of "/\/fy Travc/s with Unc/e Fanaan® quotcd n ‘{ﬁloccu[atfons on the Lffc of /(os/n'cv
the White”

Recent historg

After the fall of Alderei, Bas Cem( and the other volodng disaPPear from his’corg for nearl9 a
century. A version of her appears in several folk tales — she is usua”g seen o{:{:ering a sceminglg
appealing bargain that ends in disaster for the foolish protagonist who accepts it. She is always

accomPaniecl !33 one or more wolves — actual canines — in these tales, and this is almost ccrtainlg a
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reference to some ongoing agreement with the How]ing Queen that means she is rare]g seen

without at least one Plaguewulmc.

|n the last 250 years she has been encountered several times during audiences with [~ ternals.
5}16 does not restrict herself to any one Realm, and has been repor’ced in negotiations with
Basilius K ade, Sadogua, K aela and Sorin. She has also been mentioned more than once as
dcaling with the T hule — while she c]early hates and éespises the orcs, and they in turn must
likewise hate and clespise her, neither side seems loathe to use the other as tools. [t is inevitable
that one side will betray the other, and it would be in the interests of the EmPirc to ensure such

betraya] takes Place sooner rather than later.

]__ikc most volodn\tj, she Prmcers to work through agents and whenever she is encountered she is
known to gathcr a cabal of magicians around herself to serve as her coven. She acccPts onlg
“Pure blooded Ushka” - those who bear the white mark of strong (/lshkan blood. T he oath taken
]33 her covens alwags involves Iogaltg to Bas Celik and her goa]s and there is some evidence that
she reinforces this oath using the Circ]e of T rust to ensure mutual loya]ty among her cabalists.

Whenever she appears, she is seeking to increase the power of the volodng cause }33 gaining allies
— what appear to be her own goals and agendas are often those of other bcings. Her own aim is
usua”g to acquirc something that will allow her to influence or gain the support of another being.

T his is another reason she is often referred to in texts bg the sobriquet “Binder.”

5}16 is known to have a great store of sovereign lore — their weaknesses, strengtl‘ws and details of
their limitations — which she uses to bargain with them. ]n the Past she has demonstrated that she is
Preparec‘ to use that lore to harm those weaker sovereigns who refuse her demands. As a
consequence, many of the sovereigns of \/arusH(a — the creatures tied to the land itelf and bound

}39 certain bands — c{esPise her and she is rarc]9 welcome among them.

Several volhov have Pointecl to this as a weakness - but c{irectlg oPPosing the sovereigns who will
not bend to her will, she makes it that much harder for any volodny to gain their co-operation at a
later date. On more than one occasion there are reports of unlooked-for aid coming to a Warden
brotherhood or peripatetic volhov trapped in the intrigues of the volodny, apparently sent by a
sovereign that has suffered a setback at the hands of Pas Celik.

Another common thread, and this cannot be stressed enough, is that Bas Ce]il( regular|9 lies to
mortals she encounters. Pakaanan mentioned in a letter to an (rizen friend that “Aﬁ‘ermﬂ dinner
with the Pinder, | felt that either /701!'/7/}75 she had told me was true or that cverﬂt/ﬁrg was but that
she assumed | would assume it was all es. She is clever — and locr/)alo.s just a little bit ovcr{g

/’177P/”C.55Cd W/f/? f/73i' C/@VC/‘/7655 as 5UC/7 creatures are so cas//ﬂ /DFOI'IC to AC/hg“
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“On Qaths and Bindings” (a valuable book of lore about creating magica] oaths and bindings)
references [ he [orsaken of ( [shk and warns that when clea]ing with voloclng one should onlg

believe “a /Drom/'sc oroath that involves the creature swcar/hg éﬂ oron their name or their heart’.

Accorcling to to many volhov, this binding is genera”g potent anyway — but it is the onlg way to be
sure that a volo&ng believes it is te”ing you the truth.

The Heart of Bas Celik and her ]mmorta]itg

| ike all the vo]odny, Pas Celikis Functiona”g immortal. She does not age, and while her bod9 can
be cut down relativelg easilg, she will not remain dead. Lil(e many such creatures, her body raPic{lg
decays to nothing afteritis killed. T hen, a short time later, she returns to “life” in the vicinity of her
heart.

(Calling the “heart” of a volodny a “heart” is a metaphor — it refers to an article imbued with the life-
force of the vo]odng, an anchor that prevents their sPirit from entering the Labyrinth and that
allow them to form a new corpus. Anchors of the Soul - a sPeculative text Penneé in 204YT bg
the cabalist Marisl‘rka of \/oicl — claimed that bodies could not be created from nothing and
instead theorized that the voloclng “inhabit” corpses much as the winter sPirits invoked }39
Qpici«ining (old Meat are inhabited. T he magic of the heart twists the corpse to appear as the
voloc{ng did in life, but that the sPirit must sometimes range far afield to find a suitable bocly into

which it can incarnate.

]n addition to the boclg, cach vo]odnﬂ is known to possess one or more artifacts that make the
transition with them — that are “part of their soul” according to [ he [orsaken of ( [shk. | hese
articles are bound indeliblg to the vo]oclnﬂ, and when he or she is forced to abandon a bodﬂ the

item turns to dust and ashes and reforms along with the new incarnation.

PBas Celik is known to bear a distinctive staff that bears the powers of a Staff of the | aw - the
aBi]itg to restrict or enforce movement in those she strikes with it. Pakaanan is quotecl 139 his neice
as saying “Apart from bc/ng an artifact, it was /70[’/7//75 5PCCI:2[ Just a Statf of the [ aw. But what
a lot it revealed out 535 Cc//é, eh? 7773[’ the one t/whg she would not be aparf from was a statf
that allowed her to command others.”

Accorc{ing to [:orsaéen O)[L/S/%, each vo]odng has a different heart and cannot be Permanently
slain without clestroging the heart. Unportunately, different scholars do not agree on how or when
the heart should be éestroyec!. All agree that Words of Ending is the most effective way to
unmake a voloc{ng heart — and it was ths ritual used during the trial of the vo]odng after the defeat

of Aderei the [air.

Some scholars say the heart must be clestrogecl Firs’c, rendering the voloc{ng mor’cal, and then the
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creature killed. Others say that this may allow the volodny time to create a new heart — although

there is absolute|9 no Proof that this is Possible one way or another.

Other scholars say that the volodny must first be killec{, and then the heart clestroged while the
volo&ng is still in “spirit form” - trapping them forever “between worlds”. (nable to enter the

1af33rint}1 but unable to incarnate themselves again, the voloclng is etema”y exiled from creation.

The largest group claim that the best way to éestrog the heart is in the presence of the volodnﬂ
and that the two should be destrogec{ at the same time. | his is how the vo]oclny caPturecl after the
Alderei the [airincident were executed.

Several tales caution against the dangers of dcstroging the wrong, heart — the (Jrizen and
Varushkan magicians who studied the hearts claimed at the fall of Alderei said that theg were
irrevocablg bound to the volo&ng who created them, and that Reacling the Wcave should alwags

be emploged to ensure the heart is bound to the volodng one is about to execute.

This danger is illustrated }33 the tale of « 7 he foolish voa/ﬂano/’ in which a greeéﬂ merrow gets
hold of the heart of a voloc{ny and uses it to threaten and cajole one of the bargainers to Pemcorm
increasingly humiliating deeds. I the end, the volodny refuses and the merrow triumphantly
“breaks” the heart ... only to discover that it is the heart of a different volo&ng who rains

devastation down on the merrow and his vale in retaliation.

Of course the first obstacle that must be overcome is !ocating the heart in the first Place. Fachis
well hidden and Protectec{ bg wards. Tl—zere scems to be no common thread begoncl the fact the
hearts are hidden. Some volodng use Nigl‘wt magic to conceal their hearts, while others avoid all
magic in the belief that the presence of the magic itself will draw curious eyes. Some have allegec”ﬁ
entrusted their hearts to the inhabitants of regio, or to [ ternals — there is a story that
SHaCIOW5mith has gi{:tecl his heart to an [ ternal in retumn for a magical tool that allows this

voloc{ng to create enchanted items with unPara”cled skill.

Pas Celik herself claimed that her heart was “in a tree; qu/l’c a valuable tree — to me at least” but
would not be drawn further. She told FPakaanan this “/n mocb’ng tones, as it she knew the
information would be of no use, or as if she was taunting him. Mﬂ uncle rubbed his chin and said

’We/é there are a lot of trees in Varus/%a ‘and 535 C elik /aug/wc/.”

T his account of Pakaanan agrees with the story of the wise ones of Stag‘s Vale, who claim that
Bas Celik “tore out her own heart and locked it away inside a tree.”

The hearts can be found - after a”, several vo|odn9 met their ends after the defeat of A!clerei,
and in the centuries before and after — but in each case the heart has been located ’clﬂrouglﬂ
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cleverness and trickerg rather than reliance on magical rituals. |n the words of Callus 5trategos7
«F eop/c kecp as,é/n‘g us to G/cs[gn a ritual to find the vo/oa/nﬂ hearts. Jtis as /')[t/nsﬂ have never made
any study of magic at alll What is a volodny heart? What makes it unigue? (an [ perform a ritual to
tind every Piting Plade in the [~ mpire? Might as well ask us to create a ritual to find a specitic
grain of sand on a beach, Pring me some volodnics, and we might be able to trace their bonds but
wishing for a ritual to find a specific item based on it's name ... wishing is nice. Put hardly effective.
JF it was that easy, one of the diviner idiots in the last few centuries would Probab[g have a/r‘caa/y
done it. Afterall ['m sure vo/oa/ny hearts would fetch a gooa/ Ior/cc on the Pourse.”

|imitations of the voloclng

[ xcerpts from [he [orsaken of ( Jshk and Anchors of the Soulboth seem to agree that the
immortality of the volodny is “draining” and it cannot be denied that their existance seems to be
marked by long periods of inactivity. [Tollowing incidents where a volodny is “slain” there is
generally a gap of at least a few months before the volodny is seen or heard from again — indeed, i
is sPeculated that this Perioc{ of inactivity coinciclenta”y allowed the surviving, voloclnﬂ to avoid the
fate of those caPtured during the fall of Alderei.

Trave/s with [//nc/e /Danaan suggests a second weakness. He Points out to his niece that Bas
Celik wields a staff whose sole purpose is to allow her to Pcr‘Form incantations that either
FPakaanan or the narrator could learn to cast with a little aPPIication and time. [ e speculatcs that
either the voloclng cannotlearn new magical lore, either as a restriction of their immortal form or as
part of their bargain with their benefactor - or that the vo]oc{ng “Forget” any new lore theg have
mastered when tl‘xeg take on a new incarnation. [~ ither restriction suggests sobering limits —
otl’zerwise, a magician with Iitera“g centuries of time to learn new realm lores and to master

incantations and rituals would be of unimaginab]e power.

In Anchors of the §ou/MarisH<a of Void speculates that the vo]oclny maintain a “continuity of
/a/cnt/iy” between one incarnation and the next, and that while theg might not be able to recall new
magical lore thc\lj lose no other memories. She speculate& that this could be Provccl Bg PerForming
a testimony on a voloclng and then seeing if the creature still maintained that testimony when it was
encountered in the future. [f the testimony did in fact endure then it might Point to other tools that
could be used to harm or even destrog the vo|odn3. Sac”g, there is no surviving record of whether

this experiment has ever been Pcncormecl.

Fina”g, several sources Point out that the vo]odny do not seem caPa})le of simplg dying - they
cannotjus’c choose to be no longer alive. Th69 can kill themselves, as is demonstrated by several
cases, but theg can also be held Prisoner. Mudc”eci accounts from the first century YE sPeak of

a VO!Odﬂg artisan hCIP Prisoner in Temeschwar ancl ‘FOFCCd to create WCaPOﬂS ancl armour FOV a

7Dean of the Lgceum for much of the reign of Empress Brannan
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certain carta. | he dramatic Presentation of “The [rince and the Shadowsmith’ is rarelg
PerFormcd, but it Points out several times that the voloclng “pever ate a crumb nor drank a a/ro/o of

wine” suggesting that the creatures do not need sustenance as ]iving creatures do.

Obvious]y, the T emeschwari Prince meets a bad end in the P133~ [His skull and bones are taken bg
5hadow5mith and used to make magical items for a consPiracg of volocln3~amclci|iates within

T emeschwar who try to Plunge the entire region into chaos.

T here are few historical details still extant® that suggest this is angthing other than a fabrication,
but scholars of the volocln9 believe there is some truth init. | he vo]oc{ny are PowerFul, and hard to
kill, but ti"lé\lj are closer to bcing humans than to being a”-PowchuI titans of magical might.

gAltlﬁouglﬁ there is a great deal of speculation that some of the criminals Purgcc{ from | emeschwar - the
forerunners of the vgig carta — were saved from the winter blizzards bﬂ a volodng. Whether this actua”g
haPPcncc{, and whether it was at the hands of Shac{owsmith or Pas (Celik or a third, unnamed vo!oc{ny,

is meossible to say.




