The Scarecrows of Overton

The Scarecrows should be overseen by a skilled artisan.  

Lash the two pieces of wood together and then tie the shirt over the poles,    Tie the arms and the body of the shirt securely with string. 

Mix 2 doses of Marrowart with Marcher Blood and mix this in with the straw.  Stuff the shirt with about four fifths of the straw.

Get a hessian sack and use a darning needle and thread to make eyes and a mouth in the scarecrow.  Stuff the sack with straw and place over the pole.  

A Marcher child must help by securing the head with Wheltsilver Thread.  
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The child, the artisan and those who shed their blood it is must chant whilst the threads are being tied.

Man of straw and hay and husk,

Keep a vigil, dawn to dusk
Flesh of straw and heart of fear
Warn us when our woe draws near

Come alive, this bane of crows
Watchful eyes to watch our foes
Marcher spirit, blood in toll

Watch our field, our home and Wold

Once the Scarecrows have been made they must be placed around the town of Overton.  Once places a smear of Marcher blood must be places upon the Scarecrow’s forehead and the person whose blood it is must speak this rhyme.

Little poppet, straw and hay

Stand and keep the foe at bay
While I close my eyes and sleep
In my place your vigil keep
Little poppet, straw and hay

With my blood your price I pay
