A summary of known events in the life of Malachi,

called “Prophet”
Malachy was a born in 8BE, second child of Judith daughter of Caela and Chimon son of Chimon. His mother was a cataphract and his father an scholar and student of natural philosophy. 

While his mother spent extended periods of time fighting the enemies of Highguard to the north and the east, his home life is described as unremarkable. The journals of both his father and his mother are still part of the archives of Bastion and the custodians were kind enough to allow me to read them. They paint a picture of a serious boy, as Highborn children are wont to be; obedient, quiet and bookish. A few incidents of youthful rebellion, but nothing exceptional.

Following the formation of the Empire, the young Malachy was one of the first generations of youths to undertake the tests of adulthood. He fought alongside both his parents in the last campaigns in Varushka, mopping up the remaining supporters of the boyar-traitor known as Alderei the Fair. His service was undistinguished – a report from his commander described him as ‘adequately disciplined, adequately courageous, efficient enough with a sword with a feel for horses – he may make a cataphract one day.’ 
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During the third month of his service however he was separated from his unit during a long-range patrol into Miekarova in pursuit of a band of the traitor-boyar’s supporters. Initially, it was assumed that the young man had either died of exposure or (more likely) fallen to some danger of the wilderness – a wild beast, a Varushkan Wolf or one of the outlaw followers of the defeated Alderei.

On the evening of the fourth day since his disappearance, however, he was returned to the camp by a small band of taciturn Wardens. They reported that he had been found wandering the hills, dazed and amnesiac with no idea who he was or where he was. They recognised him as Highborn by his dress and so brought him to the first Highguard military unit they came across. 

The captain reports in her journals that she felt there was more to the Wardens’ story than they would say. The region where he was found was known for deep caverns – most unmapped by Imperial scholars –with a dark reputation. Examination by one of the chirurgeons showed that the young man had a number of wounds that were described as ‘spider bites’ but that treatment with bladeroot and marrowort helped him recover his memory and his health within a few days.

I was especially interested in this incident because I feel that it may be relevant to what happened in his later life. Not the spider-bites necessarily – although I think there is some weight of evidence to link the use of poisons with the pursuit of oracular visions or magical power. Consider, for example, the Navarri practice of invoking a powerfully venomous creature to grant prowess with the Lore of Spring.

There are also narcotic substances that would duplicate the symptoms described for the young Malachy. These substances are sometimes used by heathen foreigners to expand their perceptions or achieve ecstatic states that improve the ability to wield the Lore of Night. I think there is at least circumstantial evidence to suggest that the poisoning may have played some part in what happens with Malachy in later life.

Malachy never entirely recovers; his father writes that his health continues to be poor for the rest of his life and he is prone to ‘dark dreams.’ I take this as further proof that what happened to him in Miekarova marked him in some fashion.
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Discharged from the Highborn army in 14YE, he spent six months convalescing in Feroz on the bay of Catazar. He returned to Highguard in 15 YE, where he retreats into self-imposed internal exile. From what I was able to gather, he spent his time as an ascetic, doing little more than sleeping, eating and studying historical records. 

During this time he also began to accumulate a large stock of liao, trading with priests and traders in Highguard and the Brass Coast. His sister Danae was the captain of a vessel trading in the far west – with the Asavean Archipelago and the Sumaah Republic – and according to trade manifests brought back several packages of Sumaah 'liao' for her brother.

He also used a modest stipend received from his parents, supplemented by work as a scribe and translator, to purchase herbs and potions from the Kallavesi, and during this time released a well-received study paper on the effects of the Infusions of Feathers – although I could not locate a single copy of this document nor anyone who had read it.
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According to his own accounts, Malachy began to consume liao in great quantity. Initially, the visions made little sense. A record from the time mentions Malachy being chastised by the head of his chapter on no less than six occasions each time citing over-indulgence in herbal preparations and 'wasting' liao. Each time Malachy accepted punishment without contest, but made no attempt to curtail his use of liao.

In 17 YE he left the chapter, and made a pilgrimage to Kallavesa. Most records make no further mention of him; he effectively disappears. 

A year later in 18YE, packages were delivered in Malachy's name to his sister Danae; to the Cardinal of Wisdom; and to the librarians of both Bastion in Highguard and the Ankarien in Urizen. These packages are described as contained a sequence of handwritten scrolls, claiming to foretell the future Empresses and Emperors of the Empire.

The scholars of the time appear to have largely discounted his claims and treated his writings as a hoax. It was not until 89YE, during the reign of Empress Teleri, that the scrolls were revisited. By this time, only two of the sets can be accounted for. 

I find it interesting that no record exists of any attempt to compare the scrolls; scholars at the time seem to have assumed all four sets were identical. As far as I can tell, only the scrolls sent to Urizen have actually been studied. Those sent to the Cardinal of Wisdom were destroyed as mildly heretical rubbish shortly after they were received. The scrolls sent to Highguard are recorded as lost, while the scrolls sent to Malachy's sister are entirely unaccounted for – as is his sister.

Twenty-two scrolls were available for study. However, the document record for the library also contains reference to 'fragments' and a note regarding 'a fire' – it is likely there may have been more scrolls.

There is no suggestion that they are sequential; the scroll that was interpreted to foretell the reign of Empress Teleri the Pious was numbered 'twelve' while the scroll that previous scholars believe to foretell the reign of Empress Anaea was numbered 'four'.

The Urizen study of the scrolls is still extant. Along with later studies by the Freeborn scholar-poet Adamast, the Highuard historian Bethany daughter of Esther and the Stargazer Cicerio of Ankarien. Copies of each are included with the full report. 

For now though, I intend to talk further about Malachy, and try to piece together the events after he goes to Kallavesa in 17YE.
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In 203YE I travelled to the marshes of Kallavesa to the mystic circle Malachy attended. The residents call it Marrowfold Hall, in the north-east, where the mosquitoes are especially thirsty for Merrow blood, and the only thing that offers a break from the cloying grey fog is the occasional torrential downpour.  

The Kallavesi of Marrowfold Hall do not keep good records; I was exceptionally fortunate to acquire a series of 'documents' painted on thin bark and preserved by a thin layer of varnish. These 'documents' did not survive examination – they were extremely fragile with age and poor care. If I had not found them when I did I suspect they would have been mulch within another three years. I cannot imagine how many vital first-hand accounts have been lost in similar ways over the years – I suppose we should be thankful the Kallavesi had not found themselves short of firewood!

The records tell of Malachy arriving and speaking with several mystics. It also speaks of a ceremony – the document is clear it is a 'ceremony' in that it is a solemn spiritual experience rather that either a magical ritual or an observance of the Way. Indeed, given the veiled references in the wooden documents I suspect it drew on pre-Imperial mysticism much more than any enlightened spiritual activity.

The purpose of the ceremony is unclear, but it involved the consumption of ‘special herbs’ and the application of runic brands. Afterward, Malachy apparently withdrew to privacy and remained there for 'a long time' drinking only water, fasting, and meditating. At the end of his fast he began to speak prophecy. The mystics in question dutifully recorded every word he spoke – presumably with paint on bark. When he collapsed from exhaustion he was nursed back to health and then the cycle repeated itself.

The Kallavesi I spoke to seemed embarrassed by what I had uncovered. They said that kind of behaviour was common in the distant past, but that nobody today would do anything so 'risky'. They were evasive as to why the process was risky – I have to admit that I personally believe they were attempting to impress me with the usual unconvincingly random mumbo-jumbo of the mystic put on the spot.

They did explain that the ceremonies would only be performed on older mystics or individuals who had been ‘marked’ in some fashion – I found this especially interesting in light of the earlier report of his experiences in Miekarova.

According to the mystics, if he had undertaken the kind of regime of meditation, privation and drug use described he would have been shattered in body and spirit. Unless he possessed the vitality of a briar (and there is nothing in any records to suggest that he did) the likelihood of him surviving very long without a constant diet of rare herbs was next to nothing.

Regardless of how it was achieved, the end result was a series of scrolls based on his drugged ravings. The original bark scrolls detailing his visit to Marrowfold Hall say that one night he had a final vision of such power and immanence that it nearly killed him – possessed of a terrible presence he drove the Kallavesi mystics from his hut and scrawled the prophecy on the walls himself. When he recovered the next morning, he burnt the hut to the ground, thanked the mystics for their help, and left on foot heading towards Temeschwar.

Here the trial runs cold. I followed the likely route, and there were a few scattered reports of a lone traveller passing through. He spent some time in Temeschwar recovering his strength and presumably making copies of his prophetic scrolls. It is likely he sent them from Temeschwar to their final destinations.

A single footnote in a faded journal suggests that he left for Varushka, and there the cold trail ends entirely.
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So why did Malachy destroy his body and mind like this? 

I have been unable to find anything that might suggest a motivation for his actions beyond the supposition that he was exposed to something powerful in Miekarova. If this is the case, then we should view his prophecies with caution – the supernatural forces of Varushka are truly dark. Yet, as any student of Varushkan lore knows, they possess access to a wisdom that sometimes seems to go beyond the mortal realm.

Further, if there are any people in the Empire who understand how to open the locked doors of mortal perception better than the Kallavesi, I cannot think of them – unless it is the Freeborn, among whom Malachy also spent time during his convalesence. 

Is the process duplicable? 

It would seem not. Further investigations and correspondence with scholars and herbalists across the Empire suggest that while the 'goosewhisper infusion' provides visions, and while the Lore of Night can be evoked to provide symbolic waking-dreams, there is absolutely no way to focus these visions on a single topic or even a broad theme.

The descendants of the Kallavesa mystics Malachy 'studied' with at Marrowfold Hall have no written records of the ceremonies their grand-parents performed, and their oral history appears to contain no details of the preparations Malachy was exposed to. The only references that mention the ceremonies also mention that Malachy was ‘the last to walk the path’ – again, typical mystical mumbo jumbo. 

It seems though that whatever visions Malachy experienced shook the ancestors of the modern Kallavesi – a group of mystics no stranger to strange prophecies and allegorical predictions – so badly that they discontinued their ceremonies, destroyed or hid all written record of how they were performed, and did not teach them to their apprentices or descendants.
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One theory put forward by the physician Lionel Kastoren von Holberg I think bears further investigation. He suggests that Malachy might have been prone to 'visions' naturally, and that what he was actually seeking was a method to focus his own innate abilities. Discussions with several priests of the Assembly of Wisdom here in my Spire have lead to cautious agreement that such a thing is possible – but that reliable prophetic dreams would most likely be the sign of an Exemplar or Paragon of Vigilance, not a confused and introspective scholar who appears to have done nothing distinguished in his life apart from to allegedly author these scrolls.

Are these ‘true prophecies’?
As part of my investigations I have sent several letters to the Asavean port of Nemoia, and to the Sumaah capital of Timoj – it is possible that some relic of Malachy's sister remains there. I am awaiting replies before I finalise my report.
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Commentary on Scroll Two

This scroll is problematic; if it refers to poor late Barabbas, it is one of the clearest of the scrolls. The work of interpreting the various verses had already been done, and the other scholars had drawn their conclusions before Barabbas took the throne. As such, unlike with Scroll eleven, the coincidences are harder to ignore.

The marine imagery is compelling, as is the reference to the Emperor being Highborn. Without that element (I.i,V.i,V.ii) it would be easy to assume this was referencing a potential future Freeborn Emperor. The oceanic imagery combined with the Highborn references … I find it almost impossible to believe that nobody looked at this scroll during Emperor Barabbas' reign and thought it was about him. Oh, Adamast, Bethany and Cicerio were all considered touched in the head due to their interest in these scrolls, and the provenance of the scroll is not well known, but still …

It is difficult for me to not see this as a prophecy of Barabbas' reign and death. But having said that, there are other interpretations. The reference to “stone” (I.i) seems to be a clear suggestion of Highguard, but it could as easily apply to a birth in Hahnmark or Miekarova. The marine imagery is there, but it is almost too obvious in a set of scrolls otherwise full of obscure allegorical imagery. 

As a scholar, I must question if I am too close to this problem. Having met Barrabas, am I in danger of allowing my subjective opinion of the Emperor as a man to colour my judgement? Am potentially as guilty of bias as Bethany daughter of Hester and Adamast who waste their time ascribing “sinister” intent to innocent words.

So my conclusion is that I think this is a prophecy predicting the ascension to the throne of Emperor Barrabas – but that I do not entirely trust my own judgement in this regard. For that matter, as soon as one accepts that these scrolls are intended to be prophecies, one immediately begins to search for patterns that support that supposition.
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Commentary on Scroll Eleven

Both Adamast the Scholar and Cicerio of Ankarien believe this prophecy refers to the reign of Empress Richilde, while Bethany daughter of Hester claims it is actually a poem referring to the first Empress and not a prophecy at all.

The claims made by Adamast and Cicerio seem to match known facts about Empress Richilde, but it is easy to twist the words of the prophecy to match those events. However, I think that Bethany daughter of Hester is reaching – her interpretation of IV.ii as being “a reference to the most important Marcher Stewards at the pre-Empire meeting in Anvil” is simply bad scholarship in my opinion.

The most convincing arguments for this being a true fortelling of the Empress Richilde are in II.i and III.ii – the idea of Commanding the sun to stop* and tying day to night are specific incidents in the life of the Empress before she ascended to the throne.

I also think that IV.ii is another telling line; anyone who has looked on Karsk or Reikos can see the appropriateness of describing them as “stars of ebony and steel.” The numbering of these stars is quite deliberate, I think, and the idea of stars representing territories of the Empire is repeated in other scrolls.

Honesty compels me to say, however, that the language of this scroll is highly ambiguous and several interpretations rely on deciding what the symbols, metaphors and allusions might mean – something which is far to easy to do with hindsight.
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* While Richilde's test of mettle involves binding the dawn to the dusk, commanding the sun to stop is a popular metaphor for making time stand still – I agree with Adamast the Scholar in this regard.

Commentary on Scroll Thirteen

This is the most interesting scroll I have examined to date because it does not appear to reference a known Emperor or Empress. As such, there are no preconceptions to look at. My 'fellow scholars' (Bethany daughter of Hester, Adamast the Scholar, Cicerio) all disagree on what it means and I think there are valuable lessons to take from that disagreement.

These lines could mean almost anything. It certainly seems to be a 'sad Emperor' and suggests tragedy, but when has the world not been sad? Can we possibly interpret these words quickly enough to actually achieve anything useful with them? It is poor scholarship to ask rhetorical questions without providing answers but … indulge me.

As a thought experiment, what if we could work out in advance which Emperor this refers to, early enough in their reign that we could offer advice. What advice would we offer? Either the future is fixed, and even suggesting that is dark heresy, and it would mean that there is no point revealing this prophecy because there is nothing that can be done to prevent it becoming truth. 
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And if the future is not fixed, then to change even one thing is to invalidate all other prophecy – and the prophecy itself. The Lore of Day clearly tells us that we can predict the future only by extrapolating from known information. The Lore of Night speaks of the future only in terms of omens and things that might be – are we to believe that no Emperor or Empress has ever truly had free will? And what of all the people around them?

These scrolls cause me increasingly disquiet. The more I try to remain dispassionate, the more I find myself full of doubts. 
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I must rest now, perhaps tomorrow will provide a clearer head.
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