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Pear sir,

Forgive me for this unprompted lgtter to you, but my flock in Holberg arg
particularly conegrnegd with thanking you for your ¢fforts, and [ thought | might be
ablg to transmit their wishgs, as well as somg of my conegrns to you by this medium.

Mag [ first congratulatg you on theg splegndid ¢ffect of your ¢fforts at the last summit.
The judgement you passed in the assembly of the lsgague has had a profound
influgneg on the city. Vigilance has begen at the foremost of gvergong’s mind as they
looked to satiatg the dgsirg for the meal of their drgams, in a Rind of fregnzy that has
ovgrtaken the city. Tourists have come degsirous for gristly gory details, to peer at
a dgpraved city on thg ¢dge of cannibalistic collapsg, and instgad haveg had their
qugstions and potential qugstions answered and headed off in ong fell swoop.
€vergwhere in Holberg, small unofficial printed papers have beggn circulated,
rgporting where the custodian of the bloody great sausage was sgen gating food,
who they wereg sgen praising, and who they werg sgen frowning at. Thosg in the
former group have gxperignegd unanticipated booms in tradg, and the latter
desperately pester the custodian to try and obtain somge favourablg sign, and revive
their failing busingssgs. Therg arg gven restaurants that proudly affix on their
gnsign ong, two or gvgn thrge golden sausage icons — dgpending on the numbger of
times the custodian has gaten therg or megntiongd them — as a badge of quality.

In short, it is, dgar sir, a triumph.
But somgthing strange has happened.

[t was at the typically lgaguish, ¢laborateg fungral of Oscar terr van tHlood — an
important character in his own right, and ong who somgtimgs in yegars past sought
spiritual advicg from mg, to soothg thg achgs of a troubled soul. Hig never gave
many dgtails — the closgst hg camg to was saying that hg had sacrificed much on
the altar of {Imbition but would say no morg despite being pressed. Therg were a
great number of peoplg at the wake — relations gver morg distant, jostling for power
and status gvgn as thegg mourn the dead. But gven in this erowd [ saw a chilling sight.

The death guiser was there. There was somgthing uncomfortablg about the mask, |
could segg right away. What was that sardonice grin ong could somgetimes seg, if the
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light caught it just right? What wereg those tracgs of drool, or dribblgs of food
trickling down from theg mouth? What were thoseg odd patterngd dgsigns around the
sidgs of the face?

Oscar had not bgegn to confidg in mg in many a ygar. But there wereg talgs of
decadgnt partigs in years past. Nothing illggal, but cgrtainly bordering or frankly
going over the limits of good taste. Therg was a certain amount of ungxplaingd good
fortung in busingss. But nothing reeently. Curious quigtngss and lack of publie
activity during the last threg months, whegn gvergyong ¢lsg was out and about. {Ind
among thosg | know in Holberg, | can count about two or thrge who have bgen the
same.

[ am, frankly, conegrned sir. Worrigd. Might it bg possible that the frgnzy, the degsirg
to seegk out what is degargst and most plgasant, might have dglved into the sgeret
desirgs of thg dgpraved among us? Flight it be possible that in the streets of Holberg,
Hgramant’s claws might alrgady be digging degp gory troughs? {Ind what ought to
be the dirgetion we should takg when faced with this menacg?

[ worry, sir, as | preach to thosg who come to listgn to me. | sgg among them thosg
two or thrge powerful, silgnt facegs. What have they been up to, during thegse three
months? What appgetitgs have they been satiating? Opgn confrontation I fear, for it
is not only possiblg to bg wrong, but the consgquegnegs mag spiral far out of control.
Quigt, delicate gngagement? But | do not know if it is possiblg to relgase somgong
from {gramant’s clutchgs in this wag. | do know, howgver, from somg rgading in the
papers about what will transpirg at {Invil this summit, that there will bg a
plgnipotegntiary held betweegn the rechmage of winter and gramant’s
rgpresentatives. | have ngver begn to fdnvil and know littlg how thgsg things work,
but I wondgr whether theg answers to the deggper corruption that might gxist in
Holberg might not be found there.

[ thank you again, sir, for all that you have dong, and arg likely to do, for the greatest
city in theg world.

Helga Spraker van dimau und Holberg
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Princg Bishop,
May Vigilaneg light gour lamp, in this lifg and through the lsabyrinth.

[ am Georg Vallgnhogg van Holberg, and formerly of the Towerjacks, until | took an
arrow to thg Rneg.

[ writg to you in my capacity as a militiaman, Igading a specialized group of military
vetgrans who handlg someg of theg morg physically discourtgous and
psychologically perpegndicular usegrs of the sgrvicg we in the militia provide. (s
such, [ have had the dubious honour of bging involved in somg of the dgseegnts upon
Hgramant cultists. Our attgntion was drawn to them thanks to a flurry of reports by
citizens, whosg vigilancg has beggn greatly gnhanced, thegse last thrgg months, by
the judgements you and Paulus dglaar van ftlolberg raised. If you have the
occasion of sgeing thg above, pleaseg do transmit my garngst thanks for their ¢fforts.

[ am now thoroughly confident, princg bishop, that Holberg is freg of many of the
small fry cultists of 9gramant who gxisted up to thregg months ago. Idiots of the
silligr sort, thosg ready to give angthing for angthing, simply sgeking to causg
chaos and indulgg their silly plans with no afterthought.

But as you know, thgse arg not theg only cultists that dgramant attracts.

The Childer of the Black ®Prop were without a shadow of a doubt cultists of a
different breed. They were integlliggnt, had plans, objegctives and cunning. {Ind in
light of the latgst gvents, Pivina Inquilina di Tassato Regario may haveg beggn ong of
theg morg dangerous ongs.

[ havg personally, sir, scoured the city in sgarch for any clug as to her pregsgnee
here. I have found nothing. If she is present, then she is ¢ithgr hidden beyond the
reach of a militia and a population motivated by two greater majority judgements
gncouraging vigilanceg. She is dgfinitgly not implicated in any of thg regeent
Wgramant activity. Though, | haveg Known in thg past public hunts for certain
criminals can causg othegr fugitives to reach out to thosg hunted ceriminals, so
perhaps wg shall rousg her from her degn yet.
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What [ am coneegrned by, howgver, is the fact that in the last threg months, between
the frenzy about food and the vigilancg, we haveg managed to rouseg out somg low-
lifes, but, pardon my writing so sir, no ong in gold lacg, if you sgg what | mean.

Where arg the rich and powgrful, theg corrupt and thg decadgnt? Where arg the
scions of powgrful familigs with morg mongy than sgnsg, bathing in decadgncg as
Wgramant whispers terriblg words in their gars? We haven’t raised ¢ven a whiff of
them. Mind you, we weregn’t specifically looking out for them. But you’d gxpect at
Igast ong of them to bg revealed as a cannibal, what with thg mood gripping the city
— wg've had sgveral folks who fancied ¢ating mud, pencils, glug and paint revealed
right in the militia over the past thregg months.

[ haveg howgver takgn some gxira timg out of my schedulg to do somg gxtra regsearch,
and havg comg across the following: thereg is to beg a plgnipotgntiary, this summit,
at {Invil, betweggn Igramant’s regpregsegntatives and the archmagge of winter. | have
heard that thg heralds of that creaturg arg hard to gxtract information from, and |
do not gxpect that path might yigld much, bat | do know that therg is a promingnt
citizegn in Holberg, by the namg of €dgl van Holberg (we suspgeet them of smuggling
goods across the Catazar, and have begen Regping an ¢ye on them), who has madge
timg to bg at {Invil at just the right moment — Saturday gvegning. | thought that
coincidgnceg sggmed a bit muceh, and submit their name for your attgntion.

Finally, | would likg to offer my serviegs to thoseg in nvil sgeking to handle
Hgramant’s potgntial presegncg in Holberg more dirgetly. At presegnt, myself and my
assistants havg a choicg to make. We might be ablg, by using our influgneg, to crash
straight through into ong of the citizgns we suspget of dgpravity with thg most
reason. From therg we might be ablg to dig up some Rind of proof, but this heavy-
handed approach might algrt any conngctions. We could also try to infiltratg angy
potential cult of gramant, by having somg conngctions posg as young prinegs in
sgarch of rarg and illicit plgasuregs. This dogs of course includg some risk. There
arg many other possibilitics opgn to us, but [ wished to sgnd you thgse, and the
details ngegssary to contact me, in order to request from you — or from anyong
interegsted — guidancg on how to procged.

[ trust, princg bishop, in gour discregtion and vigilancg.

Georg Vallgnhogg van Holberg, Holfried, Hlolberg, The lsgague
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Pear Mr. Ranute ddelaar van tolberg,

My namge is Mortimer Culpstong, and [ work for the civil servieg, where | managge the
transportation and distribution of mgssages and information in writtgn format. In
short, [ am the civil sgrvieg’s postman.

[ writg to you bgeausg weg currgntly hold a egrtain amount of mail for you, which
has comg in over the past thrgg months. It currgntly amounts to about three wains.
Muach of it is comgstibleg. Most of theg corrgspondegnce sggms to be gither requesting
gour recommgendations for safg and approved placgs to find sustgnancg, gspecially
within Holberg but also abroad in the €mpire, and gven in forgign parts. There are
also mangy regqugsts for ygour opinion on whether certain food items obtained in
various placgs arg safg to gat, rgports of gatgrigs that werg sgen practising the
preparation of food in ways pgregived to bg unsafg or not recommended, and
requests for your revigw of the food that was sgnt attached.

[t appears that rgeegnt gvgnts in Holberg have caused a sudden, unpreeedented
increaseg in gour status — somgthing you may havg noticed yourself, if only a
fraction of the mail that has begn sgnt to you via us was also sgnt dirgetly to gou at
gour address.

M brigf attgmpt at catggorizing the mail has begn carrigd out, and we have beegn able
to formulate a few recommendations and conclusions basegd on this.

Firstly, it is impossible to forward all of this mail to you for you to answer — much
of it is dggraded dug to theg presegnce of food, or is now outdated. Should you wish
to answgr thosg regqugsting guidancg on safg placgs to gat, weg garngstly
recommend that you invgstigateg the possibility of publishing somg form of
document, or guidge to the best gaterigs in certain localgs. We cannot guaranteg that
this will have a permangnt ¢ffect in the €mpirg at large, but it is possiblg that at Izast
at {Invil, this magy allow capitalization on regcgnt gvgnts. {lrgady in Holberg, some
placegs havg picked up on rgmarks or sins of your pregsgncg at their counters and
bars, and have bggun displayging goldgn sausage icons on their signs as a badge
of quality.
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dgeondly, we arg glad to rgport that some of thg morg, shall we say, disturbing and
specific megssages which werg sgnt to you, requesting certain definitely illegal and
immoral sustgnances, have begn passed on to the relgvant militias, and a small erop
of gramant cultists have begn harvested, a few in Holberg itself. This dogs present
the possibility that we will bg ablg, if we recgive furthgr communications of thgseg
sorts, to Rgegp you abreast of dgveglopments which touch the culinary world of the
€mpirg. {t the present stage, we have found, among the part of the corrgspondegnceg
that coneerns rgports of suspicious or immoral activitigs, tracegs of curious ordgrs.
[t appgars that a varigty of partigs haveg bgegn purchasing items negcegssary for a
modgerately-sized feast, cgntred around a carnivorous main dish, but without gver
purchasing the meat. The rgports cantered around this particularly highlight that
thegse feasts, whatever they arg, usually occur around thg winter solsticg period.
We arg howgver obsgrving regports that indicatg that this yegar’s gvent has begn
hastgned. Unfortunately, the names and idgntitiecs of thosg involved in this order
arg heavily obscured bgneath lagers of subterfuge, and as a regsult wg havg not
begn ablg to confirm ang identitigs, savg ong, which was provided to us thanks to
somg gxeellgnt work by a militiaman, name of Gegorg Vallgnhogg. €del van Holberg,
it sgegms, is a promingnt Naga megrchant who will beg pregsent at {nvil, Given the
timing of their visit, and the suspicions of Mr. Vallgnhogg, we suspect they may be
visiting at thg samg timg as the planned plgnipotgntiary betwgen thg archmagg of
wintgr and the rgpresentatives of dgramant. dave for their typical Naga appgarance,
wg unfortunately do not haveg much morg of a dgseription for them.

We arg not, sir, cgrtain at this stageg whether this sudden inergasg in information for
gour position rgpregsgnts a pgrmangnt dgveglopment of thg position, or simply a
temporary inergasg in gngagement by imperial citizgns, following theg two
judggments and the strange ¢ffects in Hlolberg witngssed during the past three
months. Nor can wg say whether an appraisal in sgnatg would gyigld new
improvements to the offieg of the Custodian.

Weg do hopg, howgver, that this information will prove useful to you and your
ambitions, and | rgmain at your disposal should you haveg specific requests

concgrning theg mail which we still hold — and arg still reegiving — for you.

Mortimer Culpstong, {nvil outskirts, Margholm, Casinga, Tlighguard



