
Parliament of Owls
Night Magnitude 8
Performing the Ritual
Performing this ritual takes at least 2 minutes of roleplaying. During the ritual the casters must write a
question on a piece of parchment that is burnt during the performance.

Out of character, a copy of the message should be given to the referee.

Effects
This ritual allows a question to be communicated to the mystics at Ishal, and to all those who have
studied there. 

When the ritual is performed all contributors experience a roleplaying effect: they hear the sound of
beating wings and the calls of owls. For up to an hour from the end of the ritual they will occasionally
spot spectral owls flying overhead or perching nearby observing events.

OOC Notes
The mystics of Ishal can be asked to look into some issue of current affairs that affects Wintermark.
They will study the omens and report what they can find on the matter to the Raven Seer – regardless
of who performed the ritual.

The mystics can only study the omens pertaining to one event each season. If the ritual is performed
more than once a season then they will ignore any casting not performed by the Raven Seer.  In the
event they receive more than one message from the Raven Seer, they will ignore all castings of the
ritual. 

The mystics are not historians or researchers, they can only study the omens that are abroad in the
winds of magic. 

They have neither the means nor the inclination to perform historical research and any request to look
into matters of historical record will be ignored. The mystics can only read the omens that they can see
in Wintermark, so they can only look into matters that are currently affecting the nation in some way.

OOC Note
This item is a ritual text. 

Any character with the Night Ritual Lore skill can master this ritual. You must have a free slot or
experience point to master a new ritual. After an appropriate period of roleplaying spent studying these
pages, it should then be brought to a referee who will add the ritual to those you have mastered. Doing
this does not ‘use up’ the ritual text. 

This ritual cannot be learned by other means; it cannot be taught by a character who knows it unless the
ritual is added to the body of Imperial Lore by the Conclave. 
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Parliament of Owls
Ritual of the Realm of Night

Codified Summer 204YE at the Lyceum,
under the guidance of Euran Silver

Streams



Developing the Ritual
This ritual was codified by Euan Silver Streams, 
Dean of the Lyceum, from work originally 
perfomed by Teuten Owlfeather of Ishal and 
Lyssa of Susivaris. 

The codification of the ritual was encouraged by 
the Throne, Emperor Nicovar, and further 
supported by the Cardinal of Vigilance as part of
a larger project to create rituals that would 
help the people of the Empire investigate 
potential threats to the safety of Imperial 
citizens.

Owls
Birds are sacred to the
Winterfolk, who believe they bring
a child's soul at the moment of
their birth and carry away the
souls of those who have died.
According to this belief, birds
favour souls of their own nature –
so a rook might bring the soul of
an ambitious thane, or a magpie the
soul of a prosperous merchant.

Along with ravens, owls are
generally associated with wise
souls – with mystics and seekers after lore. Some
traditions believe that ravens, as creatures that 
are active during the day, bring the souls of 
rational seekers of lore – diviners and masters 
of Day magic – while owls, as birds active during 
the night, bring souls of a more mystic bent who 
seek answers in omens and the mastery of night 
magic.

In some parts of Wintermark, owls also have a 
slightly fearsome aspect. They fly in silence, 
with lambent eyes, swooping out of the darkness 
without warning to carry away their prey. In some 
poems and songs, they are also figures associated
with death especially sudden death. As the mystic
Ishal is recorded as saying in the Saga of the 
Mouse “To the mystic the owl brings Aesh on its 
wings; to the mouse the owl is the end of all 
things.”



This association with wisdom and knowledge is 
nearly universal within the Empire. 
Astronomancers have noted a marked tendency 
for the constellation of the Key – whose law is 
“Things are revealed” - to manifest as birds 
especially owls. Some Urizen have speculated 
that the Wintermark tradition of divining the 
present and the future by watching the flight of 
birds is rooted in a complex understanding of the 
nature of the Key.

Not every Imperial culture associates the owl 
with wisdom and revelation. To the Navarr, the owl
is often seen as a deadly hunter – an aspirational
figure for some northern thorns who seek to 
emulate the sudden and unavoidable silent strike 
from the darkness. In Varushka, the bird is 
sometimes seen as a creature of ill-omen – a 
servant of dark powers who hunt the night – but 
it is also carved on warding poles or into the 
boles of trees as a creature that guards against 
threats that come at night. In stories it is often a
symbol of unseen threats, and when it helps the 
protagonist its motives are often unclear.

Spirit masters – those who practice totem magic –
use the owl most often in rituals of divination 
but, as reflects its complex nature, it is also 
evoked in rituals that bring death, or empower 
stealthy movement. In some traditions for 
example the owl is evoked during Words of Ending 
to tear away the magic of the target item and 
bear it into the darkness; or when casting Turns 
the Circle the owl bears away the spirit of the 
deceased; and when casting Echo of Life Remains, a
spectral owl is summoned to whisper the name of 
the corpse into the ears of the ritualists.



The Mystics of Ishal
Ishal stands in southern Skymark, across the 
frigid waters of Sovevann from Rundhal. Those 
who seek wisdom come to Ishal to study – the 
learn the secrets of divining through the flight 
of birds and to watch the skies for omens. Along 
with Masi, where the dead heroes rest, and 
Rundhal, where the scops train, it is one of the 
oldest permanent settlements in the entire 
nation. Its prestige has waxed and waned over the 
years, but it has always been a place associated 
with the practice of mysticism.

In their later years, many Kallavesi retreat to 
Ishal to spend their final days studying and 
preparing for the mystery the comes after life 
ends. According to legend, it was the seers of 
Ishal who foretold the coming of the Steinr, and 
the union of the three people that lead to the 
formation of Wintermark in pre-Imperial times.

While many mystics seek to divine potential 
future events, the practice of omen reading is as 
much about understanding things that are 
happening in the present or recent past. People 
who have studied at Ishal are spread across 
Wintermark, and many remain in regular 
communication thanks to the use of messenger 
birds. As such, they are often able to see 
patterns not only in the flight of birds but in 
the actions of humans and even orcs that speak 
of important events that are happening, or about 
to happen.

This is the principle behind the Parliament of 
Owls – that by sending messengers to the mystics
they may read the omens and speak to the people, 
and learn a little of what is happening in the 
world, and share what they have discovered with 
their fellows through various means.



Silent Messengers
The ritual calls up and dispatches silent 
messengers – sometimes perceived by those 
performing the ritual as spectral owls. 

The owls seek out mystics who have studied at 
Ishal, and bring them news of the question the 
ritualists have asked. How this news is delivered 
varies; an owl may appear in the dream of a mystic 
especially when they seek visionary experiences 
through infusion or ritual. Alternatively the 
message may be whispered to a mystic during a 
quiet moment – invariably when they are alone. 
Those who receive the message are left in no 
doubt as to its significance and magical origins – 
and with the codification of
this ritual the news of its
creation has already been
widely communicated to the
students of Ishal.

The provenance of these
spectral birds is unclear;
the magicians who codified
the ritual agree that they
take form at the point the
message they are to deliver
is burnt. Many contributors
agree that they seem to
form out of the smoke
created when the parchment
is consumed.

They may be minor creatures
of the Night realm – perhaps associated with the 
Conscience-of-Kings. There does not seem to be 
any eternal element to this ritual however – 
certainly it does not draw directly on the power 
of Lashonar. Others argue that, as with Call 
Winged Messenger, the ritual employs the 
services of poorly understood creatures that are
native to the mortal realm. During the 
codification, some of the magicians of a more 
mystical bent were adamant that the ritual 
evokes the actual ghosts of dead owls and binds 
them to service although this theory is widely 
contested by those who argue that dealing with 
ghosts - even with the ghosts of birds -  would 
surely be Winter magic.

Most likely, as argued by Portia of Canterspire, 



the ritual crafts magical constructs out of the 
thoughts of those performing the ritual, binding 
the message that is to be delivered into the 
fabric of their being, and dispatches them to 
deliver it to individuals who have a particalrly 
strong mental bond to Ishal (explaining why not 
everyone who has studied at the place receives 
the message), after which the magical constructs 
unravel.

There do appear to be some limitations to the 
reach of the message – it is most effective at 
communicating with mystics in Wintermark, and the 
further from Kallavesa the mystic is the less 
likely they are to receive the message.

Performing the Ritual
A key element of the ritual is the message that 
will be delivered to the mystics. It is generally 
written on a long strip of parchment – as might 
be tied around the leg of a messenger bird – and 
is ceremonially burnt at the climax of the ritual.

The fire used to burn the message may be fed with
the feathers or bones of owls. Some mystics have 
reported that feeding scraps of paper with the 
runes Aesh, Diras, Ophis, Sular, and Wyr into the 
flames before the final message, or igniting the 
fire with these parchments, creates a powerful 
resonance with the ritual.

Wearing owl masks is recommended by icewalkers, 
mystics, and totem magicians alike. Invoking the 
name of Lashonar is apparently very resonant 
with the magic according to Goeticists, even if the
eternal is not directly associated
with the magic itself.

For a dramaturgist, the instrument
of the Lantern, especially in the
hands of the Witch, will work well.
Using the fire of a lantern to
consume the message is an obvious
way to employ the resonance of
the instrument in the performance
of the ritual.
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